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This is a story about courage in the lives of the Japanese Cana-
dian pioneers who were some of the first settlers in the District 
of Lake Country, British Columbia (BC). The following history 
portrays their arrival, experiences, hardships and, above all, the 
quiet dignity and perseverance with which they met the chal-
lenges of a new land. Their stories are told by their children and 
grandchildren, and  supplemented by the collections of the Lake 
Country Museum and Archives. 
 
The Japanese Canadian community in Lake Country was estab-
lished in the early 1900s, as workers came to the Okanagan to 
plant new orchards. These pioneers arriving in the Okanagan, 
often from other areas of British Columbia, were young single 
men intending to work in Canada for a few years and then re-
turn to Japan. They brought with them many skills and a strong 
work ethic, and they contributed a great deal to the success of 
the early orchards. Their experiences in the Okanagan along 
with the beauty of the Lake Country region convinced many to 
stay and to build a life here.  
 
Sakuji and Sachiyo (Kobayashi) Koyama collection 
The Japanese Canadian community of Lake Country, BC, 1940 
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Once established, many of these young men returned to Japan 
to marry and to bring their new wives back to the Okanagan. 
The story of these early settlers, and their courage in meeting 
the daily challenges of life in a new land is an important part of 
our history. 
 
The District of Lake Country is located in the Okanagan Valley,  
extending between Vernon and Kelowna, with an area of 122 
square kilometres and a population of approximately 12,000. 
The District of Lake Country is made up of four community 
wards: Oyama, Winfield, Carr's Landing, and Okanagan Centre, 
and was incorporated as a municipality in 1995. Inhabited by 
the Syilx people for thousands of years, settlers from other parts 
of the world began to arrive in the late 1800s, with a large in-
flux in the early 1900s with the development of the orcharding 
industry. The District has a significant Japanese Canadian pop-
ulation of long-time residents, whose parents or grandparents 






The following stories are accompanied by video clips of inter-
views with the descendants of the first pioneers. These videos 
can be accessed using a QR Code. Download a QR Code read-




The videos may also be watched on the Lake Country Muse-









THE JAPANESE BACKGROUND: 
EARLY IMMIGRATION TO BRITISH COLUMBIA 
Michael Jervis and Zach Kornell 
 
At the turn of the twentieth century, a large number of new im-
migrants arrived in Canada. In 1907 alone, Canada welcomed 
272,000 new settlers, 11,529 of them from Japan. While most 
of the Japanese newcomers moved to coastal areas or joined the 
established community in Vancouver, a few moved to the 
southern interior of British Columbia and began their new life, 
working at the Coldstream Ranch and eventually moving to the 
District of Lake Country. Many of these early pioneers stayed, 
building a life in the community. Others returned to Japan.  
 
Japanese immigration to Canada is a twentieth century phenom-
enon due to Japan`s previous relations with the outside world.  
In the early 1600s under the Tokugawa Shogunate, Japan had 
become a united country after years of internal division. In order 
to avert any foreign influence that could threaten its rule, the 
Tokugawa regime established a policy of seclusion that was 
strictly enforced. With few exceptions, Japanese citizens were 
not allowed to have any contact with the outside world; violat-
ing this was punishable by death. This isolationist policy ended 
with the arrival of US Naval Commander Matthew Perry and 
his black ships in 1853. Perry was fully prepared to use force to 
open Japan’s borders to trade with the outside world. Seeing no 
other option, Japan reluctantly signed the Treaty of Kanagawa 
in 1854. After two and a half centuries of isolation, Japan 
opened its borders to the world. With this, the nation went 
through a tumultuous period of internal division. This came to 
an end in 1867 when Emperor Meiji came to power and Japan 
proceeded on a path of rapid modernization.1 
 
The Meiji Restoration brought about many changes, but a re-
strictive emigration policy remained in place. Initially, the new 
government issued passports only to businessmen and students 
to travel abroad in order to acquire knowledge of the western 
world. However, Japan was struggling with the combined ef-
fects of a growing population and low standard of living; people 
were already emigrating. In 1884, Japan signed a convention 
with Hawaiian sugar plantation owners allowing 28,000 Japa-
nese workers to work on the islands under contract. Eventually 




were relaxed, emigration increased. The vast majority of those 
first emigrants were men, recruited by emigration companies 
that advertised job opportunities abroad. Between 1885 and 
1907, over a half million Japanese migrated to places such as 
Russia, United States, China, South America, Australia and 
Canada. 
 
The first Japanese person to settle in British Columbia, a man 
named Manzo Nagano, arrived in 1877. However, Japanese 
emigration to BC did not begin in earnest until the 1890s. By 
1896, approximately one thousand Japanese resided in BC. 
Four years later,  this number had grown to forty-five hundred, 
a population constituting ninety percent of all Japanese living 
in Canada. This was just the start. Between 1897 and 1901, fif-
teen thousand Japanese came to Canada, although a substantial 
number of these continued on to the United States. Between 
1906 and 1907, a second wave of ten thousand Japanese arrived 
in Canada and settled in BC. These first generation Japanese 
immigrants, or Issei, initially came as sojourners, or dekaseg-
inin, living frugally, saving as much as they could and planning 
to return home. The majority of these first Japanese immigrants 
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came from the lower classes of  the prefectures of Wakayama, 
Hiroshima, Shiga, Kagoshima, and Nagano from the southern 
part of Japan.2 
 
The Japanese arrived in BC during a time of rapid economic 
growth and an expanding population.  British Columbia’s econ-
omy during the late nineteenth century was anchored by re-
source extraction industries, industries that required cheap man-
ual labour. The people who came to fill these jobs were primari-
ly itinerant adult males. As part of this labour force, the Japa-
nese Canadians proved themselves to be hard working, resilient 
employees, although they had many challenges to face. Settling 
in a strange country with an unfamiliar culture and a foreign 
language was difficult enough, but the biggest obstacle of all 
was discrimination. In a province where race intersected with 
class more predominantly than the rest of Canada, the Japanese 
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Canadians, together with South Asian and the Chinese, were 
labelled as the ‘oriental menace’ or ‘yellow peril’, terms con-
jured up by people who feared the province would be overrun 
by immigrants from Asia. Part of this fear was based on the be-
lief that the newcomers were incapable of assimilation into Ca-
nadian society. Through the early part of the twentieth century, 
the Japanese Canadians were subjected to many forms of dis-
crimination, both cultural and legal. In both the mining and 
lumber industries, Japanese Canadians were paid on average 
approximately half that of ‘white’ workers for the same job. As 
such, they were viewed as a source of cheap labour by employ-
ers and as a threat by other ‘domestic’ workers. The result of 
this discrimination was to force the Japanese into low-paying, 
labour-based industries. The Japanese Canadians were largely 
concentrated in fishing, lumbering, agriculture and, for a period, 
railroading.3  
 
Legal attempts by the BC government to restrict employment 
and limit immigration from Japan were hampered by interna-
tional affairs. Britain and Japan had signed the Treaty of Com-
merce and Navigation in 1894, a precursor to the Anglo-
Japanese Alliance formed in 1902, which was  renewed in 1905 
and 1911. Britain refused to allow any colonial legislation that 
would harm its relationship with Japan. Legislation purposely 
devised to discriminate against the Japanese Canadians (i.e. the 
Alien Labour Act, which barred Japanese or Chinese from 
working in public employment, and the Natal Act which re-
quired a language test for people entering the province) was 
routinely struck down by Ottawa.4  
 
Anti-Japanese legislation was routinely revoked in part due to 
the efforts of the Japanese consuls. The first Japanese Consulate 
was established in Vancouver in 1889. The consuls acted as 
representatives for the Japanese in Canada and worked diligent-
ly to protect the interests of Japanese Canadian immigrants. 
They were the official representatives of the Emperor and were 
held in very high esteem within the community. When anti-
Japanese legislation was brought to their attention they were 
quick to protest to Ottawa or to the British Foreign Office.  Part 
of the consul’s effort was focused on changing Canadian atti-




Regardless of these checks, discriminatory acts against the Jap-
anese Canadians in BC occurred and Japan chose to restrict em-
igration to BC in 1902. In 1904, Japan declared war on Russia 
and to the amazement of many, defeated Britain’s age-old foe. 
Residents in the fledgling community at the north end of Wood 
Lake, in a gesture of imperial solidarity, named their post office 
Oyama, after Field Marshall Iwao Oyama, who had led Japa-
nese forces in successive victories over Britain`s Russian foe. 
While many in Canada rejoiced over Japan’s victory, others 
were suspicious of Japan as an emerging expansionist power. 
When Japan relaxed emigration restrictions after the Russo-
Japanese War, Japanese immigration to BC sharply increased, 
reaching a peak of 8,000 in 1907. This ignited tensions once 
again, culminating in the 1907 Vancouver Riot when a mob of 
a thousand people went on the rampage, attacking Chinese and 
Japanese neighbourhoods. This dark moment in BC history led 
to the Gentlemen’s Agreement between Canada and Japan in 
1908, whereby Japan again agreed to voluntarily limit Japanese 
immigration to Canada.5  
 
The purpose of the Gentlemen’s Agreement was to limit the 
Japanese population in BC yet, in an ironic twist, the agreement 
created circumstances by which the Japanese Canadian commu-
nity was able to expand. The agreement placed a limit on the 
number of Japanese men who could enter Canada each year but 
placed no restrictions on the number of ‘wives’ who could im-
migrate. Marriages were sometimes arranged between women 
in Japan and men in Canada through the exchange of photo-
graphs. If both approved, the wedding took place in Japan by 
proxy. By this method, over 6,000 ‘picture brides’ arrived in 
Canada by 1924. By the mid-1920s, the Japanese Canadians 
were having children, or Nissei, at twice the provincial rate.6 
 
One of the first Japanese to arrive in the Okanagan was Eijiro 
Koyama, who came to the Coldstream Ranch in 1904 to work 
as a foreman. Koyama was hired to oversee a group of approxi-
mately 50 men to develop the nursery. It was seedlings from 
this nursery that were planted in many of the first fruit farms in 
the Vernon area. Through Koyama, another early Japanese pio-
neer, Denbei Kobayashi, settled in the Okanagan. He came to 




(CPR). He met Koyama and was subsequently hired on at the 
Coldstream Ranch for $1.40 per day.7 
 
Over the years, more Japanese Canadians  came to the valley to 
work at the Coldstream and other fruit farming ventures. By 
1910, some of these workers moved to the Winfield area where 
they worked at fruit growing operations owned by the Okana-
gan Valley Land Company and the Rainbow Ranche, owned 
and managed by James Goldie. Many Japanese Canadians lived 
and worked on these fruit farms for years. Others were able to 
purchase land and develop their own acreages. The first decade 
of the twentieth century is when the story of the Japanese Cana-





Early orchards in Lake Country, circa 1910 
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BEGINNINGS: THE ISSEI 
Lake Country Museum and Archives (LCMA) 
 
Eijiro Koyama of Shiga-ken immigrated to Canada in 1899, at 
the age of eighteen. He worked as a commercial fisherman on 
the coast and for the railway. In 1904, he moved to Vernon to 
work at the Coldstream Ranch and he eventually became the 
ranch foreman. He married Fumi Fujioka in 1912. In 1916, after 
several years at the Coldstream Ranch, Eijiro and Fumi moved 
to Winfield, purchasing 20 acres of land. 
 
Denbei Kobayashi of Nagano-ken arrived in Vancouver in 1906. 
After working briefly on the Skeena River, then for the CPR, he 
moved on to the Coldstream Ranch. In 1909, he obtained a la-
bour contract with the Okanagan Valley Land Company and 
went to live in Okanagan Centre. Denbei married Hiro Yanag-
isawa in 1914, and the following year purchased a 10 acre or-
chard in Okanagan Centre. In 1924, they moved to a new home 
and added another 14 acres to their fruit farm. 
 
Kizo Kobayashi of Nagano-ken, and brother of Denbei, immi-
grated to Canada in 1907. He worked at the Coldstream Ranch 
in Vernon for approximately ten years. In 1917, he returned to 
Japan to seek a wife and married Ikue Kitagawara of Nagano-
ken. Kizo and Ikue settled in Winfield in 1918 and in 1921 Kizo 
purchased 20 acres of land in Okanagan Centre. 
 
Shigehisa Hikichi of Fukushima-ken arrived in Vancouver in 
1907. He moved to Vernon to work at the Coldstream Ranch in 
1911 and in 1918 settled at the Rainbow Ranche, Okanagan 
Centre. In 1920, he married Tome Abe, also of Fukushima-ken. 
Two of Shigehisa’s brothers, Genji and Kichasaburo, preceded 
him to Lake Country, but did not remain. 
 
Toyokichi Taiji and his wife Oei Takenaka were both of Waka-
yama-ken. Toyokichi immigrated alone to Canada in 1919, 
working with Oei's father and brother in southern Alberta. In 
1923, Oei followed Toyokichi to Canada where, after an Alberta 
winter, they headed to Vancouver. Later that year, they moved 
to Okanagan Centre to work for the Okanagan Valley Land 
Company. Several years later, the Taijis leased and then pur-
chased their own land in Winfield. 
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Seimatsu Takenaka of Wakayama-ken, Oei Taiji's brother, im-
migrated to Canada in 1925. He worked for a time in Alberta, in 
farming and cattle ranching, and in 1927 moved to Winfield. In 
1934, Seimatsu married Kimie Koyama, the eldest daughter of 
Eijiro and Fumi Koyama. 
 
Shirosuke and Haru Tanaka immigrated to Canada in 1927. Af-
ter three years in Vancouver, they moved to Winfield and oper-
ated a vegetable farm. In 1948, the Tanakas moved to Westbank 
(West Kelowna), BC. 
 
Teijiro Ohashi and his wife Fusa were both born in Shiga-ken. 
They moved to Winfield prior to 1920. In 1952, Teijiro sold the 
family farm to Riyomon and Tomechiyo Teramura and a few 
years later returned to Japan. 
 
Riyomon Teramura and his wife Tomechiyo Hikida, both of 
Shiga-ken, immigrated to Canada in the 1930s; Riyomon arriv-
ing in Winfield in 1930 and Tomechiyo in 1935. 
 
Eijiro Shishido of Fukushima-ken immigrated first to Hawaii in 
1906, then proceeded to Vancouver in 1907. In 1912, he married 
by proxy Kura Tokairin of Fukushima-ken, who arrived in Can-
ada in 1917. The Shishidos left Vancouver, moving to Enderby, 
then to Rutland, and in 1929, to Winfield. 
 
Toshiharu Toda was born in Japan on December 6, 1888. He 
came to BC about 1907 and in 1919 moved to Okanagan Centre 
where he worked on the Rainbow Ranche and for the Okanagan 
Valley Land Company. Mr. Toda died in a logging accident in 
1937. His widow, Tsugi, and four children returned to Japan. 
 
Tarokichi Koyama and his wife Fusa Teramura, both of Shiga-
ken, immigrated to Canada in 1924, settling in Winfield. 
 
Shigeto Kimura moved to Okanagan Centre in 1937, where he 
worked for Mr. Toda and for the Rainbow Ranche. He married 
Takeko Takata of Kelowna. They resided in Winfield until 




Ryujiro Numada of Miyagi-ken arrived at the Coldstream Ranch 
in 1907, and moved to Okanagan Centre approximately ten 
years later. In 1921, he relocated to Kelowna. 
 
Suekichi Koide of Miyagi-ken, the younger brother of Ryujiro 
Numada, arrived in Okanagan Centre in 1918 and relocated to 
Kelowna in 1921. 
 
Takuji Maehara of Hiroshima-ken immigrated to Canada in 
1906, working for several years in the Vancouver area. With 
several others, Takuji went to Maple Creek, Saskatchewan, but 
was unable to obtain employment and, taking forty-two days, 
walked to the Kelowna area. He moved to Okanagan Centre and 
worked at the Rainbow Ranche from 1910 to 1920. Takuji mar-
ried Ayame Tanabe in Japan in 1920 and the couple settled in 
Kelowna. 
 
Kanetaro Kanamaru of Yamanashi-ken originally immigrated to 
Hawaii, where he worked for a few years before coming to Can-
ada. Kanetaro and his wife Toyono, along with his half-brother 
Isamu Kikushima, were early settlers in Lake Country, initially 
working for the Rainbow Ranche and later purchasing properties 
on Cemetery Road and Okanagan Centre Road East. Kanetaro is 
best remembered for driving members of the Japanese commu-
nity to many events in the area on the back of his flat deck truck. 
 
Sakuji and Sachiyo (Kobayashi) Koyama collection 
Gathering kindling, Okanagan Centre, 1920s 
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Camp Road, Lake Country, with new orchards in the foreground. 
LCMA 
Yoshida-san was a bachelor who came to live on the Eijiro Ko-
yama farm. Unfortunately, little is known about him. Yoshida-
san paid for the materials to build a one-room cabin on the Ko-
yama property and, as was the custom, the men gathered to 
build the place where he lived out his quiet life. At one point, 
seeking employment near Revelstoke, he travelled past his train 
stop and then swam back across Three Valley Gap Lake, from 
the railway track to the highway, towing his trunk attached to 
his forehead with his trouser belt. 
 
Other men known to have lived at the Koyama farm were Mr. 
Mamora Shitahodo and Mr. Masahe (George) Takenaka. 
 
Additional pioneers of the District of Lake Country who are 
remembered by this community included the Tsuji, Ito, Ka-
wano, Tabuchi, Nishiike, Takeda, Nakatani, and Yabe families, 
and bachelors Jack Nihara, Otokichi Nagao, George Mori, 
Isamu Kirushima, Mr. Masuda, Mr. Sawa, Mr. Abe, Mr. Aiza-
wa, and Mr. Chiba. Numerous other young Japanese men lived 
in Lake Country temporarily. The registration list of Okanagan 
Centre of 1918 reveals at least two dozen temporary residents 
whose names are no longer associated with Lake Country, but 




THE COLDSTREAM RANCH 
LCMA 
 
The Coldstream Ranch was established in the early 1860s as a 
military land grant awarded to Captain Charles Houghton. In 
1871, Captain Houghton sold the ranch to Forbes Vernon, who 
then purchased more adjoining land. After an extensive career 
in the BC Legislature, Vernon sold the 13,261 acre ranch to 
Lord and Lady Aberdeen, who added irrigation. In 1891, the 
Coldstream Ranch began planting out land, becoming one of the 
first commercial orchards in the Okanagan. 
 
Many of the early Japanese Canadian pioneers of Lake Country 
worked at the Coldstream Ranch prior to relocating to Okana-
gan Centre, Winfield, or to the Rainbow Ranche, including Eiji-
ro Koyama, Denbei and Kizo Kobayashi, Shigehisa and Genji 
Hikichi, and Teiichi and Seitaro Ohashi. 
 
Greater Vernon Museum & Archives 
The Coldstream Ranch orchards, 1895  
 
12 
Greater Vernon Museum & Archives 
By 1908, the ranch had 200 acres of producing orchards, pack-
ing and shipping approximately 600 tons of fruit each year.  
 
The young orchards of the Coldstream Ranch employed about 
forty people in 1905. The majority of the young nurserymen in 
the photograph below are Japanese, including Eijiro Koyama. 
Other workers pictured here are Nez Perce Indians from Wash-
ington and Nlaka'pamux from the Nicola Valley, seasonal hop-
pickers at the ranch. 
Greater Vernon Museum & Archives 
The Coldstream 
Ranch packing-
house was built in 
the 1890s.  
Nurseymen in the Coldstream Ranch orchard, 1905 
 
13 
WINFIELD: THE EARLY YEARS 
LCMA 
 
Winfield’s settlement history began in the spring of 1871 with 
the arrival of Thomas Wood, of Bonavista, Newfoundland. 
Wood pre-empted 160 acres of land at the south end of what 
became known as Wood Lake where he established a cattle 
ranch, and named his ranch house Winfield Lodge. Over sever-
al years, Thomas Wood increased his property holdings to 3800 
acres, encompassing land east of the lake known as Wood’s 
Range. As more settlers arrived to build ranches and home-
steads, the community grew.  
 
In 1875, the Vernon to Okanagan Mission Stagecoach Road 
was built on the west side of the lake. This road was relocated 
along the beach in 1910.  
 
In the early 1900s, logging began on the flats south of Wood 
Lake, eventually extending west to the Okanagan Valley Land 
Company’s holdings and east to Fir Valley. Beginning in 1907, 
trees were cut during the winter and skidded to the shore, where 
they were stacked to await spring thaw. A navigation canal was 
constructed in 1908, connecting Wood and Kalamalka lakes. 
Logging continued on the flat bottomland until the 1940s. 
 




In 1910, the Okanagan Valley Land Company completed an 
irrigation system which brought water from Beaver Lake and 
Dee Lake to Winfield. Farming began on the flats and orchards 
were planted on the surrounding hills.  
 
The first Winfield Hall was built in 1910 and served the com-
munity as both a school and meeting place. The original hall 
was heated by a wood and coal furnace and was lit by gas 
lamps. For forty years, Winfield residents held Christmas con-
certs, Sunday School classes, and Farmer's Institute meetings in 
this building which, until 1921, also served as the local school. 
In the winter, the community built an outdoor hockey rink in 
the field next to Winfield Hall. 
 
In 1925, the Canadian National Railway (CNR) established a 
line through Winfield, connecting Vernon to Kelowna. Gradu-
ally, the transportation corridor moved from Okanagan Lake to 
the valley and Winfield began to replace Okanagan Centre as 
the commercial centre of the growing community.   
 
 
Winfield Hall, 1930s 
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THE OLD WINFIELD CEMETERY 
Robert M. Hayes 
 
 
The Old Winfield Cemetery, also known as the Okanagan Cen-
tre Cemetery, is approximately one acre in size. It is located on 
the west side of Cemetery Road, District of Lake Country, set 
amongst pine trees and nearby orchards. 
 
According to records, between 1906 and 1908 the Maddock 
brothers, Homer and Vincent, donated a lot for a cemetery 
‘where several bodies had been buried’. This land originally 
belonged to the Okanagan Valley Land Company.  
A 1908 photograph shows that the cemetery was then neatly 
fenced, with a number of graves marked by wooden crosses. In 
the 1930s, as part of a ten acre purchase, Sam Tyndall acquired 
the cemetery and later sold it to the Winfield Irrigation District.   
 
The earliest extant marker is that of Dr. Joseph Arthur Malloy 
(1863-1908).  
 
Original burial records for this cemetery do not exist; they were 
apparently lost in a house fire in the 1930s. Years later, the 
names of people buried there (and the locations of their graves, 
if known) were supplied by local old timers, and these have 
LCMA The Winfield/Okanagan Centre Cemetery, 1908 
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become the only burial records. At least 47 people are buried in 
the Old Winfield Cemetery. The names and burial locations of 
29 people are known, and these are referenced to a simple map 
of the cemetery site. British Columbia Death Registrations, lo-
cal newspaper obituaries and other biographical information 
provide the names (but not the burial locations within the ceme-
tery) of twelve more people. Burials recorded at Winfield or 
Okanagan Centre prior to the mid-1930s thus refer to the Old 
Winfield Cemetery on Cemetery Road. 
 
In the latter years of the twentieth century, a concerted effort 
was made to restore the Old Winfield Cemetery. A picket fence 
was erected along the front, beside Cemetery Road. A sign was 
installed, the cemetery cleaned up, and a list of people buried 
there was collected. The future looks good for this historic cem-
etery. 
 
The following Japanese Canadian residents are interred at the 
Old Winfield Cemetery: 
 
Fumi Koyama (Fujioka) and Masae Koyama. 
Fumi Fujioka was born in Japan, September 5, 1893; her par-
ents were Kiichi Fujioka and Tami Baba, both natives of Japan. 
In 1912, in Japan, she married Eijiro Koyama, and they moved 
to Lake Country, where they farmed at Winfield. On January 
29, 1930, she gave birth, prematurely, to her daughter, Masae. 
Weakened as a result of a bout of pneumonia, Fumi Koyama 
died on February 7, 1930; she was only thirty-six years old. She 
was survived by her husband and ten children: Kimie (1914), 
Seichi (1915), Sakuji ‘Sax’ (1917), Tetsuji ‘Ted’ (1917), Harue 
‘Hatch’ (1918), Junko ‘Jean’ (1921), Motoi ‘Mots’ (1923), 
Merry (1925), Kazuhiko ‘Kadi’ (1928), and Masae (1930), the 
youngest who tragically died in a house fire May 15th, 1930, 
age three months. The grave marker reads as follows: In 
Memory of Fumi Koyama /Sept. 15, 1893 - Feb. 7, 1930 / Ma-
sae Koyama / Jan. 28, 1930 - May 15, 1930 / At Rest. 
 
Nagao Otokichi. 
Nagao Otokichi was born in Japan about 1890, and he came to 
Canada about 1910. He worked in Tom Duggan's orchards on 
Camp Road (Winfield) for a number of years. It is not known if 
he was married or had any family. Nagao Otokichi was found 
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dead on May 10, 1932; he had suffered an epileptic seizure, 
fallen face-first into the mud, and suffocated. The informant of 
his death was Toshiharu Toda of Okanagan Centre, secretary of 
the local Japanese Association. No grave marker exists. Infor-
mation is found in the cemetery file at the Lake Country Muse-
um and Archives. 
 
Sueno (Mabel) Mori. 
Sueno Mori was born in Kelowna, June 30, 1924. Her parents, 
Mori and Shige Tsuji, lived at Okanagan Centre, where they 
worked as cooks on the Rainbow Ranche and packinghouse. 
Sueno Mori (the fourth child in her family) died of toxic menin-
gitis, May 19, 1928, age three years and ten months. Mention is 
made of her passing in the Thursday, May 31, 1928 edition of 
The Kelowna Courier and Okanagan Orchardist newspaper. 
The grave marker reads as follows: Mabel Sueno / 1924-1928. 
The Mori family later left the area, possibly moving to eastern 
Canada. 
 
Nancy Hisae Takenaka. 
Nancy Hisae Takenaka was born at Kelowna, October 19, 
1935; her parents were Seimatsu ‘Sam’ Takenaka and Kimie 
Koyama. Nancy Hisae died in Kelowna, July 22, 1936, age nine 
months. Cause of death was pneumonia. The grave marker 
reads as follows: Nancy Hisae Takenaka / October 19, 1935 - 
July 23, 1936 / Asleep in Jesus. 
 
Taohiko Takeda.  
Taohiko Takeda was born at Winfield, July 8, 1934; her parents 
were Mokuji (?) Takeda and Mayoko Jujshiyo (?), both natives 
of Japan. She died at Winfield, October 7, 1935, age one year. 
Death was due to whooping cough and pneumonia. No grave 
marker exists; information obtained from the cemetery file, 
Lake Country Museum and Archives. 
 
Yoshitaro Ito. 
Yoshitaro Ito was born in Japan, January 20, 1888, son of Kiku-
ya Ito and Dai Miyata. He was married and had four children: 
Masako, Tadashi, Sadao, and one other child. They lived at 
Winfield, where he owned an orchard on Okanagan Centre 
Road. Yoshitaro Ito died June 26, 1935, age forty-seven years. 
His death was caused by a tragic accident; he was hauling fruit 
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(possibly strawberries), by horse and democrat, to the Vernon 
Fruit Union packinghouse in Winfield. The grade was too 
steep, and the front of the rig ran into the back of the horse, 
causing it to kick, splintering the dash board and ‘cruelly injur-
ing the driver’. He was taken to the Kelowna General Hospital, 
where he died several hours later. Cause of death was multiple 
compound fractures of the head. His family later moved to To-
ronto. His grave marker reads as follows: In Loving Memory of 
Yoshitaro Ito, Nagano Ken / January 20 1887 - June 26, 1935. 
 
Magotaro Tabuchi. 
Magotaro Tabuchi was born in Japan, January 30, 1883. His 
parents were Umekichi Tabuchi and Mitsue Ikenaga. He came 
to British Columbia about 1914, and to Winfield about 1927. 
Magotaro and his wife lived in Winfield at the Wilton R. Pow-
ley property, where he worked in the onion fields. Magotaro 
Tabuchi died after a prolonged illness on February 17, 1933, 
age fifty years. Magotaro’s widow and daughter Machiko later 
returned to Japan. His grave marker reads, in part: Magotaro, 
Tabuchi age 51 years. 
 
Hatsue Nishiike. 
Hatsue Nishiike was born at Vancouver, May 30, 1914. Her 
parents were Tokojiro and Tane Nishiike. Hatsue Nishiike died 
at Okanagan Centre, April 12, 1917, age two years and ten 
months. She and her family had been living there for about six 
months. Cause of death was pneumonia. Her grave marker 







EIJIRO AND FUMI KOYAMA 
LCMA 
 
Eijiro Koyama was born in 1881, in 
Matsubara, Shiga-ken, Japan. The 
eldest of three children, Eijiro left 
his homeland in 1899 at the age of 
eighteen years, landing at Rithet 
Pier in Victoria, BC. He worked 
first as a commercial fisherman on 
the coast and then in the interior and 
the north for the railway. Hearing of 
the new fruit tree nurseries at the 
Coldstream Ranch, Eijiro moved to 
the Okanagan to seek employment 
in 1904, travelling by rail to Kam-
loops, then by horse and buggy and 
by foot to the ranch. 
 
By 1907, Eijiro was promoted to 
ranch foreman, and was sent to Vancouver to recruit more than 
50 additional Japanese workers for the ranch, bringing the total 
to almost 100. 
 
Many of these workers were born in the same region on the east 
coast of Japan, Nagano-ken, Kagoshima, Okinawa, and Miyagi-
ken. These young, single men, often still in their teens, chose to 
emigrate to help support their families, who were facing near 
starvation in their home fishing villages. It was a difficult deci-
sion, leaving family, friends, and country for an unknown future. 
Most hoped to amass a fortune in the new country and return 
home, but soon found that the reality of returning to Japan was 
only a distant possibility. As months and then years passed, 
these migrant labourers began to see past their hardships to the 
opportunities, and began to believe that their destiny was per-
haps to remain in Canada. 
 
On September 15th, 1908 in Vernon, BC, Eijiro Koyama be-
came a naturalized Canadian. 
Eijiro Koyama, 1916 





In 1912, Eijiro Koyama 
travelled back to Japan, 
where he was intro-
duced to his bride, Fu-
mi Fujioka. Fumi was 
nineteen years old, the 
eldest daughter of a 
well-to-do, educated 
family with a samurai 
background. Fumi and 
Eijiro married on Feb-
ruary 12th, 1912 and 
Fumi left her comforta-
ble life in Japan to face 
the future by Eijiro's 
side in Canada.  
 
 
Eijiro and Fumi Koyama settled at the Coldstream Ranch near 
Vernon, BC, remaining there until 1915. Their first child, 
daughter Kimie, was born in 1914, followed by son Seichi in 
1915. With a growing family, Eijiro decided to move to Win-
field, then known as Wood Lake, where he purchased twenty 
acres of land. His new neighbour, Mr. W.R. Powley, lent Eijiro 
a team of horses, 'Nip' and 'Tuck', to move his family from the 
Coldstream Ranch to Winfield. The move took two days over 
dirt roads.  
Eijiro Koyama 
Addie Takenaka Maehara 
and Harold Takenaka  
2:41 min. 
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Sakuji and Sachiyo (Kobayashi) Koyama collection 
In the onion patch, Koyama farm, circa 1923 
L to R: Jean, Ted, Sax, Harue, and Fumi Koyama holding baby Mots  
 
A Day With Dad on the Farm 
Merry Koyama Itami 
 
As certainly as dawn crept over the hills 
he was awake. No clock rang by Dad's bed; 
only that inner sense of knowing at the barn 
the cows were waiting to be milked and fed. 
 
But first the kitchen fire was carefully made, 
heaped high with wood from the bin beside the door; 
the huge tea kettle filled, and placed just so 
there would be water hot for breakfast time and more. 
 
Upstairs I lay, half dozing, half awake, 
knowing that soon I too must face the day; 
then footsteps, and the clank of milk pails came 
and I could hear Dad call, “ Wake up! No more delay.” 
 
'Twas quite the same, some toast of homemade bread, 
and jam, from prunes that grew across the creek. 
And milk, and tea, we'd eat together mostly, 




The old cream separator's hum, I hear it now, 
as round and round, the boys would daily turn; 
and from the separator's spouts the streams would flow, 
skim milk for calves, and cream for butter's churn. 
 
This chore, twice daily, we the girls would do, 
to wash and dry the separator parts, 
shake out the disks, put up the pails to dry, 
we did it like all else, with all our hearts. 
 
The fresh turned soil that called for seeding time, 
and Dad and hired help obeyed that call. 
with heart and hands and head, bent to the need 
they toiled, rejoicing as the seeds would fall. 
 
The love of earth, the love of life itself 
was in these men who toiled unselfishly; 
'til call to lunchtime came, to break their toil, 
and bring a midday rest, relaxed and free. 
 
Before night milking time, Dad homeward came 
and laid his tools back in the shed once more. 
Then off to milk, the cows must know his steps, 
with pails in hand he tended to this chore. 
 
We filled the bath with water from the creek, 
the fire fed with wood we'd gathered 'round. 
Dad first, the order never changed, we last. 
Then on the steps, pick spears his socks had found. 
 
Sakuji and Sachiyo (Kobayashi) Koyama collection 






Sakuji and Sachiyo (Kobayashi) Koyama collection 
The day near done, bathed, fed, and time for sleep; 
a little reading rests the wearied mind, 
some apples from the cellar, crispy fresh, 
before we leave the toils of day behind. 
 
Day in, day out, the months and years have passed 
and chapters written thus in Dad's life span 
have yielded life itself to us who come 
behind; to do our very best, we must, we can. 
 
The little ups and downs we cannot know, 
and greater things these pioneers of old 
faced, solved, and worked to a successful end. 
We know so little, so much yet untold.9 
 
The paths Dad trod, now dim, the footsteps still; 
But memory lingers strong in us today; 
We catch the gleam of a silvered brow held high 
That dared to face the future, come what may. 




The Koyama’s first home was a small lean-to building. In the 
1920s, a barn and silo were built for the herd of dairy cows. 
Hogs and chickens were raised and vegetables grown to help 
the family become self-sufficient.  
 
Outgrowing their first rough-hewn home, the Koyama family 
moved across the creek to the larger house which still stands 
today. Eijiro Koyama continued dairy farming until his retire-
ment in 1951.  
Sakuji and Sachiyo (Kobayashi) Koyama collection 
Sakuji and Sachiyo (Kobayashi) Koyama collection 
Koyama family’s home, 1930s 
The barn and silo, Koyama farm, 1920s 
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Sakuji and Sachiyo (Kobayashi) Koyama collection 
Courtesy Merry Koyama Itami 
 
Fumi Fujioka Koyama and her family before she left Japan  
L to R: Hana Abe, Hidehiko Fujioka, Dr. Keichi Fujioka holding 




Fumi Koyama with 




In 1918, Eijiro and Fumi decided to send the two eldest children, 
Kimie and Seichi, back to Japan to receive a proper education. 
Young Seichi left first, travelling under the care of Mr. Shi-
gehisa Hikichi. Kimie, who was ill at the time, was sent shortly 
afterwards and both children grew up in Japan under the care of 
their grandparents. After completing his schooling in 1928, 
Seichi returned to Canada. Kimie remained in Japan until 1930, 
returning to the Koyama family farm after her mother's death.  
 
Eijiro Koyama and family, 1918 
L to R: Mrs. Fusa Ohashi (friend), baby Ted, Seichi, baby Sax, Eijiro, 
Kimie, Fumi, baby Harue  
 
Sakuji and Sachiyo (Kobayashi) Koyama collection 
Fumi Koyama 
Addie Takenaka Maehara and 
Harold Takenaka               




Fumi Koyama missed her two eldest children dearly, and waited 
patiently every day for the mail to arrive. A letter from Japan 
would take a month or more by mail, and arrive covered in 
brightly coloured stamps. No matter how busy Fumi was, she 
would sit down to read each letter aloud, often with tears 
streaming down her face as she read the news about Kimie, 
Seichi, and her family in Japan. 
 
The year 1930 was a difficult one. That winter, temperatures 
plummeted and Okanagan Lake froze over. Fumi Koyama, who 
was carrying baby Masae at the time, became ill with pneumo-
nia and was admitted to the Kelowna General Hospital. After 
giving birth prematurely, Fumi suffered a fatal heart attack and 
passed away on February 7th. Baby Masae passed away several 
months later when she was trapped in a house fire. 
 
Kimie Koyama, who was then sixteen years old, returned from 
Japan to help her father care for the children.  
 
 
Fumi Koyama and children, 1925 
L to R: Harue, Motoi (Mots), Fumi Koyama holding Merry, Tetsuji 
(Ted), Junko (Jean)  
Sakuji and Sachiyo (Kobayashi) Koyama collection 
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In Memory of My Mother 
Harue Koyama 
 
In the year 1930 on February 
7th at seven in the evening 
you closed your warm and 
beautiful eyes forever. Your 
brief but very full thirty six 
years came to an untimely 
end and like a dewdrop you 
were gone. Although you 
cannot see us physically, nor 
we see you with our eyes, 
your image and memory 
lives in our hearts. You were 
very ill but your loving con-
cern for each of your chil-
dren was the uppermost 
thought in your heart. With 
your dying breath you called  
each of your many children 
by name and to this day your soft voice rings in my ear. The 
years have not dimmed the memories, nor can they erase the 
happy days of my childhood with you. Like a flower that 
blooms for a time and fades so 




In 1939, Harue Koyama, the sec-
ond daughter of Eijiro and Fumi 







     Sakuji and Sachiyo (Kobayashi) Koyama collection 
Sakuji and Sachiyo (Kobayashi) Koyama collection 
The Old Winfield Cemetery 
Harue Koyama Taguchi and 
Sataro Taguchi 
Winfield, BC, 1940s 
 
29 
With his children grown and 
beginning families of their 
own, Eijiro married Miki Ko-
yama in 1948. They moved to 
Mayne Island where Miki had 
lived with her family before 
the evacuation.  
 
Eijiro Koyama passed away 
on January 17th, 1956. He is 
buried in Winfield. 
Eijiro Koyama, 1950s 
Mayne Island, BC 
Reflections  
Merry Koyama Itami 
 
My Webster's dictionary says that a pioneer is “One of those 
who first enter or settle a region, thus opening it for occupation 
and development by others”, also, “Ecologically, a plant or ani-
mal that successfully invades and becomes established in a bar-
ren area.” 
 
Winfield, as we know it today, and its environs, has certainly 
been opened up for occupation, and been successfully devel-
oped into a thriving veritable Garden of Eden. But in the back-
ground of this scene, buried in the early years of pioneering, are 
those brave, aspiring men and women who have laboured and 
given their lives so that this foundation could be laid. Some of 
us were born into that time of the first pioneers. We became 
enmeshed in that constant struggle to claim some of that virgin 
land to sustain life and to support ever-growing family needs. 
The older ones of the family more so perhaps than we who were 
the seventh, eighth, and ninth of ten children.  
 
Dad was never afraid of hard work - it was a challenge, and he 
Courtesy of Addie Takenaka Maehara 
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 buried his life in that small twenty-acre farm. Back-breaking 
labour, but underneath lay that fertile loam soil waiting for will-
ing hands and hearts to claim it and bring forth a harvest and a 
future. In those days there was a neighbourly rapport, an inter-
est in each other as they shared the ups and downs of life and 
had common goals. For Dad Koyama - 'papa' to us - it was Mr. 
Powley on one side and Sam Tyndall on the other. Dad respect-
ed them and so did we. Even as Duck Creek flowed from Duck 
Lake through Mr. Powley's land and ours, and down through 
Sam Tyndall's into Wood Lake, we felt a continuity of being 
included in the activity involved in the opening up and settling 
of this part of the district.  
 
Dad taught us basic values in character building, working to-
ward a future. That little farm helped to raise our family of nine. 
No luxuries, but we had needs met. We look back with such 
gratitude and respect for the pioneers who opened up and paved 
the way for succeeding generations. 
 
To us it will always be - the Powley farm, the Tyndall farm, and 
the Koyama farm sandwiched in between. The Lodges lived 
across the road, and the Sommervilles up on the corner intersec-
tion. The Shanks lived between the lower and upper roads. The 
mailman Jack Wyatt came along the lower road filling the mail-
boxes. 
 
This is the scenario that is etched in my memory, and with it 
there is a profound deep respect for the rich heritage we have 
been given by our pioneers, one of whom was our own Dad 
Koyama. I was just four when mother died - so don't remember 
her - only to sense she sacrificed everything, her life, for the 









Sakuji and Sachiyo (Kobayashi) Koyama collection 
Cutting Our Last Log, 1939. Tetsugi (Ted) Koyama and Sakuji 
(Sax) Koyama, twin boys of Eijiro and Fumi Koyama, born 1917. 
 
Ted’s Memories 
Tetsuji ‘Ted’ Koyama 
 
It is over 45 years since I left my birthplace, Winfield, but 
memories of my time spent in the Okanagan will always be 
cherished. I often look back to the old days on the farm which 
meant early to rise to do the chores and have the milk ready for 
the milk truck to pick up. We would then rush through our 
breakfast and with lunch boxes on our back, jump on our bikes 
and head for the fruit orchards to work for ten hours. But our 
day's work was not finished yet. As we returned home there 
were chores waiting for us. It made a long day. 
 
However we survived through it all. 
 
When summer came, many weekends were spent heading for 
the hills on hikes and having picnic lunches outdoors. Hikes to 
old sawmill sites and fishing trips to Beaver Lake during the 





Summer time was also time for baseball with games against the 
Kelowna and Summerland Japanese teams. This created much 
pleasure for both players and fans. Wintertime we would go 
skating at the Winfield rink or on the pond up at the camp on 
the brow of the hill overlooking Okanagan Lake. Many a time 
on Wood Lake and Duck Lake the ice would be thick enough 
for skating. We even had a Win-Centre hockey team which 
played against the Vernon Japanese team. 
 





Japanese Canadian Ball Team, 1939 
 
L to R: Back row: Keichi Kobayashi, unknown man, Matt Kobayashi, 
Ken (Koichi) Koyama, Sam Hikichi, Sax Koyama, Ted Koyama 
Front row: Mots Koyama, Mits Hikichi, Takemori Ikenouye, Isao 




TAROKICHI AND FUSA KOYAMA 
LCMA 
 
Tarokichi ‘Taro’ Koyama was born April 12, 1889 in Matus-
bara, Shiga-ken, Japan. His wife Fusa Teramura was born in 
Yokaichi, Shiga-ken, Japan, March 15, 1900. They were mar-
ried in April of 1924 and immediately moved to Canada to start 
their new life.  
 
The couple travelled by passenger ship to Victoria and Vancou-
ver and then transferred to a train, to make the trip to Okanagan 
Landing, where they had to shift yet again to a third mode of 
transportation, the sternwheeler SS Sicamous. On the SS Sicam-
ous the couple travelled to Okanagan Centre where they met the 
groom's brother Eijiro, who had settled there several years be-
fore. The couple worked in the local orchards and kept their 
own vegetable garden, making extra income by selling a portion 
of their produce.  
 
 
Courtesy of Yoshi Koyama Honkawa 
T. Koyama family 
L to R:  
Teruyo ‘Terry’, Yoshi, 
Koichi ‘Ken’, Paul, 




In 1925, Tarokichi took the position of manager of the Harvey 
Orchard. It was also in this same year that their first child, 
Koichi ‘Ken’, was born. In 1927, their first daughter Yoshi was 
born, followed in 1929 by her sister Teruyo. Paul, the youngest 
son, arrived in 1931. The family continued to live and work on 
the orchard until 1935 when they moved to the Aberdeen or-
chard on Glenmore Road.   
 
Taro and his wife worked for Mr. Aberdeen for approximately 
two seasons. From Aberdeen's orchard the Koyama family 
moved to the Eijiro Koyama farm. Fusa kept a large vegetable 
garden, from which she sold her produce. Mr. Koyama started 
work at the Okanagan Valley Land Company orchards. 
 
In 1948, the family moved again, this time to their final family 
home, an orchard on Bond Road. 
 
Tarokichi Koyama died at Winfield on December 20th, 1949, at 
the age of 61 years. Fusa Koyama died at Winfield on June 9th, 




Yoshi Koyama Honkawa  





Courtesy of Ron Taylor 
Mixed farming in Okanagan Centre, circa 1915  
Community Life 
Yoshi Koyama Honkawa 
 
In the olden days the Japanese immigrants who lived in Win-
field and Okanagan Centre were more or less labourers who 
worked hard to support their families. They helped each other 
by sharing their fruits, vegetables, and work. The community 
shared the happy events and the sad times. 
 
My mother learned to make jams and chili sauce. She also 
learned to preserve fruit, tomatoes, corn, and beans. Fall was a 
busy time of year. Our cellar was filled with potatoes, carrots, 
and onions which we ate during the winter. We never knew 
hunger during the long winter months, although the meals were 
not fancy. 
 
The local general store was owned by a very kind man, Mr. Les 
Clement. He would allow the Japanese families to buy things 
'on loan' until spring came and the men went back to work. 





Courtesy of Ron Taylor 
Picking apples, 1930s 
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Courtesy of Diane Shishido Mugford  
EIJIRO AND KURA SHISHIDO 
LCMA 
 
Eijiro Shishido was born Sep-
tember 13th, 1883, in Fukushi-
ma-ken, Japan. In 1906, he 
immigrated to Hawaii, where 
he worked for a year and a 
half. In 1907, Eijiro travelled 















Kura Tokairin was born De-
cember 18th, 1885, in Fukushi-
ma-ken, daughter of Kanejiro 
Tokairin. Kura was a picture 
bride;  she and Eijiro were mar-
ried by proxy in July, 1912. 
They remained apart for almost 
five years until Kura arrived in 















Kura Shishido, July 17, 1915, 
Japan 







Eijiro and Kura lived in Vancou-
ver for a number of years, where 
Eijiro worked at various jobs and 
Kura did housework. After leav-
ing Vancouver, they lived in En-
derby, in Rutland, and finally 
settled in Winfield in 1929. The 
Shishidos purchased a farm with 
fruit trees and spent the rest of 
their years in Winfield. They 
were active members of both the 
Koyukai Friends and Fellowship 




Eijiro and Kura Shishido,  
May 6, 1917, Vancouver, BC 
Courtesy of Diane Shishido Mugford  
Courtesy of Diane Shishido Mugford  
The Shishido family, 1938, Winfield, BC 






We were rather lacking on the monetary side but we sure did 
not lack for the other finer things in life!  
 
I do believe that we had a good Japanese Canadian community 
that worked and played well together. There were enough of us 
to have baseball and softball teams with Mr. Kanamaru's truck 
to take us around to games in Rutland and Summerland. And 
did he take us to see the Asahis play in Penticton?  
 
For farmers, that ten hour work-day was quite the norm but Sat-
urday evenings and Sunday afternoon were times for fun and 
enjoyment. So many friends to enjoy: down the hill to Ko-
yamas, over the hill to the two Kobayashis, down the road to 
Cooks and hosts of others.  
 
And such clean lakes for swimming! In winter there were house 
parties and skating on Duck Lake and the pond.  
 
The older folks had their monthly haiku parties. In winter they 
enjoyed classical as well as modern singing, and Odori. Every-
one would participate.  
 
We did a lot of walking in those days and saw the spectacular 
northern lights with waves of colour on the horizon. It was awe-
some! 15 
 
Whether I was simple, naive, or what, I really enjoyed growing 
up in the Okanagan 
Courtesy of Diane Shishido Mugford  
The Shishido's house 
in Winfield, where 
they lived from 1929 
until their deaths. 
Eijiro Shishido passed 
away in August 1966, 




Eiko Diane Shishido Mugford 
 
As the eldest of three children, I was fortunate to spend at least 
eight summers from age three to fourteen years old in Winfield 
at my grandparents’ home, which my father helped renovate for 
them. My grandfather had an orchard growing Delicious apples 
and also a vegetable garden. My grandmother was a sweet, gen-
tle woman who was a housewife. My mother took we three 
children to the Okanagan for entire summer holidays. My mem-
ories of Winfield and Okanagan Centre are plentiful and memo-
rable.  
 
My grandfather provided the modes of transportation (bikes and 
truck rides) to visit various friends in Okanagan Centre, as well 
as to the dock at the packinghouse on the lake for afternoon 
swims. He would take me out in the orchard sometimes to help 
him move the pipes for watering the trees. He even let me drive 
the tractor once! I gently hit one of the trees during my effort.  
 
My grandmother did the cooking which was delicious, especial-
ly her Waldorf salad! Summers were full of fun-filled days with 
my grandmother hovering around to make sure our needs were 
met. I very much treasure the memory of the baths I took with 
her in the evenings in the outside bath house. First you washed 
yourself with cold tap water, then into the wooden tub with the 
fire on underneath. The water was boiling hot, one toe in at a 
time for me, all the while pouring in cold tap water, but grand-
ma just slipped into it! I loved walking down the highway to 
Mrs. Edmund’s home, a friend of grandma’s. She had a wind-
up Victrola with the cylindrical records. Listening to those rec-
ords and a cup of tea with cookies transported me to another era 
(or so I thought).  
 
I loved going to the many dinners and banquets with my grand-
parents. At the dinners, Japanese was always spoken, which I 
minimally understood. There was always lots of food, conver-
sation, and laughs. The banquets were the best. All the bowing 
when greeting their friends, with me behind my grandmother 
copying all the bowing, giggling all the while. But the singing 
and clapping after dinner was a treat for me. I remember my 




Twice I went to Winfield without my mother. Yoshi Honkawa 
(Koyama), bravely escorted an eight year old from Toronto to 
my grandparents. She and I have reminisced about that trip. 
When I was seventeen years old, I went alone and it was my 
last trip to the Okanagan. I enjoyed the visit with my grandpar-
ents, however, I think my grandmother barely survived the vis-
it. She’d let me go out at night, but thought I should be home by 
8 pm. One evening I had gone to visit a friend of my mother’s, 
Helen Krebs, and at 8 o’clock, my grandmother walked down 
the highway to get me. She was a bit sheepish, but she wanted 
me safely in her home before she went to bed! With the shoe on 
the other foot now, I understand. 
 
I will always cherish the memories of my summers at my 





Courtesy of Susumu Taiji 
The Japanese saw 'nokogiri' is a type of saw used in 
carpentry that cuts on the pull stroke, unlike western-
style saws which cut on the push stroke. The nokogiri 
has a thin blade, allowing it to cut precisely with a nar-
row cut. The saw blade was forged in Japan by a 
steelsmith in the late 1800s, the handle is believed to 




TOYOKICHI AND OEI TAIJI 
LCMA 
 
Toyokichi Taiji was born in 1892 in Tanami-mura, Wakayama-
ken, Japan. His wife, Oei (Takenaka) Taiji, also of Tanami-
mura, was born in 1891. Toyokichi immigrated to Canada in 
1919, joining Oei's father and brother in Alberta where he 
worked growing grain, cattle farming, and on a threshing crew. 
In 1923, Oei joined Toyokichi in Alberta, leaving their young 
son in the care of his grandparents in Japan. The winter of 1923 
was extremely cold and, after weighing the situation, Toyokichi 
and Oei moved to Vancouver. Later in 1924, they moved to 
Okanagan Centre to work for the Okanagan Valley Land Com-
pany.  
 
The Taiji’s had three children, their son Kiyoji, who remained 
in Japan until the age of twelve, daughter Michi, and son, Su-
sumu 'Sus', both born at the Japanese workers' camp. 
 
 
Courtesy of Susumu Taiji 
The Taiji family, 1930s  
L to R: Oei, Michi, Kiyoji, Susumu, Toyokichi Taiji 
 
44 
After many years of working for the Okanagan Valley Land 
Company, Toyokichi first rented and then purchased his own 
orchard and home in Winfield. The Taijis were very active in 
the community and Mr. Taiji became the community liaison for 
the Koyukai Friends and Fellowship Association, working to 
improve the lives of the Japanese people in the area. Toyokichi 
and Oei's love of nature led to their involvement in the Aobakai 
Club. 
 
In Japan, Toyokichi Taiji had worked as a carpenter. When he 
immigrated to Canada he brought his carpenter's saw with him. 
Mr. Taiji, as a skilled carpenter, helped to build many of the 


















Sus Taiji Remembers When...  
Susumu Taiji 
 
I am immediately taken back to my parents who happened into 
the Winfield Okanagan Centre area as a husband and wife team, 
employed in the orchard industry. The husband laboured in the 
orchard and the wife cooked for a Japanese crew. This camp 
was situated where Seaton Park now exists. Almost all of the 
west bench of Winfield extending over the ridge to Okanagan 
Centre was owned by the Okanagan Valley Land Company.  
 
This was in the early 1920s. My mother told me about the 
McCarthy boys and Ron Gunn herding milk cows during the 





summer holidays. They would stop at the camp knowing Mrs. 
Taiji would give them something to eat. My mother first 
learned English from these boys and Mrs. Brinkman and Mrs. 
Harrop, who taught her the customs of Christmas such as ex-
changing gifts, Christmas cake, and TURKEY.  
 
The Japanese community relied then and for years on each oth-
er for entertainment and help in building homes. My father was 
an apprenticed carpenter and oversaw most building bees. So-
cial events were held at the Rainbow Ranche where Japanese 
were employed, most of whom were bachelors. It was not unu-
sual for families to stay overnight at times such as New Year's 
Eve. The mode of travel was by horse and buggy or wagon and 
Shank’s Pony. One simply took the shortest route with few 
fences to force one to stay on the roads. Community picnics 
with many sporting events were enjoyed in the summer months. 
Someone from the non-Japanese community must have taught 
some of the men how to play the card game of 500. They in 
turn taught others, who then taught their children. Over the 
years it seems the Japanese people are about the only ones who 
are familiar with this game. Others who knew the game were 
from Ontario and some prairie people knew a variation of it. It 
is a game probably second to Bridge in strategy requirement. 
The Japanese game of Gaji was always enjoyed at social gath-
erings. Haiku, a form of Japanese poetry was enjoyed by some 
who took turns hosting a meeting every month. 
 
After leaving the Company, my father worked for James Aber-
deen in South Winfield. During harvest he would hook the 
horses to the wagon, go a mile to the packinghouse and load up 
with empty boxes. Returning to the orchard, he would pick and 
fill these boxes and haul them back to the packinghouse for five 
cents a box. Those were good wages for those times! I recall 
going with my father on this same wagon with steel wheels to 
ship boxes of apples to friends in Vancouver. We bounced five 
miles over the ‘Back Centre Road’ to the wharf at OK Centre to 
load the apples on to the boat, which took the freight to Vernon 
where it was transferred to trains. These friends in Vancouver 
would send us a crate of salted Spring salmon which became a 
main part of our diet. At school I would gladly trade my salmon 
sandwich for almost any other kind! 
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I believe the Japanese Canadians played an important role in 
the community. They were diligent workers and possessed a 
special touch in making things grow. For example, they were 
the only ones capable of budding and grafting fruit trees, so 
important in the early years of orcharding. Those who took up 
roots here integrated well into the community and aided in the 
advancement of it. 17  
Toyokichi and 
Oei Taiji outside 




Courtesy of Susumu Taiji 
Both Toyokichi and Oei passed away in 1981, at the ages of 89 
and 90 respectively. Their two younger children, Susumu and 
Michi, still live in the community. Their eldest son, Kiyoji, re-




The Aobakai Club usually met at the Rainbow Ranche and 
from there explored the area's natural sights, often picnicking 
outdoors. The members took turns composing haiku, a form of 
Japanese poetry composed of seventeen syllables. 
 
 
The Aobakai Club at the Rainbow Ranche, late 1930s. 
 
L to R: 
Back row: Mrs. D. Kobayashi, Mrs. Shishido, Mrs. Hikichi, Mrs. K. 
Kobayashi, Mr. Chiba, Susumu Taiji (holding a hat), Michi Taiji 
Front row: Mr. Taiji (leaning on his arm), Mrs. Taiji, Mr. D. Koba-




Boxes of apples at an Okanagan wharf, 1917 
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SHIROSUKE AND HARU TANAKA 
Hideo Tanaka 
 
Shirosuke Tanaka was born August 8, 1886 in Oyabu, Shiga-
ken Japan. Haru Hayashi was born April 4, 1895, Kyoto, Japan  
They were married on March 1, 1916 in Japan. 
 
Mother and father immigrated to Canada in 1918 and lived at 
the coast and then moved to Prince Rupert. Father worked as a 
fisherman. Kazuko, Toshiko and Shigeru were born in Prince 
Rupert, BC. Mother and father returned to Japan in 1926 where 
Yoshie was born in Hikone, Japan. 
 
Mother and father wanted to return to Canada. They decided 
that Toshiko and Kazuko would stay in Japan, as Toshiko was 
too ill at the time of departure. They were left with their aunt 
(mother's sister), hopefully, to be sent to Canada when they got 
older. The rest of the family re-entered Canada aboard the SS 
Africa Maru on August 21, 1927, landing in Victoria, BC. They 
moved back to Vancouver where Ayako was born and they 
lived there until 1930.  
Courtesy of Hideo Tanaka 
The Tanaka family outside their first house in Winfield. 
L to R: Back row: Shirosuke Tanaka, Haru Tanaka, Shigeru 
Front row: Hideo, Yoshio, Umeno 'Min' (behind), Ayako, Yoshie 
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Our family then moved to Winfield BC, and rented land from 
Justin McCarthy on Bottom Wood Lake Road to grow vegeta-
bles. Umeno, Hideo, and Yoshio were all born at the family 
home in Winfield. All members of our family attended Win-
field Elementary School, taught by Miss Gleed and George El-
liot.  
 
In August of 1948 our family moved to Westbank, BC where 
we grew fruit and vegetables. As time passed, the eldest son 
took over the farm and all the other children moved to Vancou-
ver. In 1962, mother and father moved back to Vancouver and 
stayed with Hideo and Nadia until they moved to their resi-






Shirosuke and Haru 
Tanaka's two youngest 
sons, Hideo (L) and Yo-
shio (R), wearing their 
Toronto Maple Leaf 
sweaters. Hockey was a 
favorite pastime in the 
community, and Hideo 
and Yoshio were ardent 





Courtesy of Hideo Tanaka 
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Shirosuke passed away October 12th, 1972. Haru passed away 
May 12th, 1973. Their ashes are interred at Mountainview 
Cemetery, Vancouver, BC.  
 
The Tanaka's two eldest children, daughters Kazuko and Toshi-




The Tanaka family in the early 1940s 
L to R: Ayako, Shirosuke, Yoshie, Yoshio (front), Shigeru, Hideo 
(front), Haru, Umeno 
 
Courtesy of Hideo Tanaka 









The Queen's mail must get through no matter what, via Pony 
Express or jet aircraft, rain or snow. 
 
We had in Winfield one of the most unique mail persons who 
ever carried the Queen's mail. His name was Jack Wyatt. He 
lived in Kelowna and had the rural route that covered Winfield 
and Okanagan Centre Road. All the rural route mail was sorted 
in Kelowna and delivered from that post office. Mr. Wyatt 
drove a Model A car. It had a tan coloured body with black 
fenders and wire-spoked wheels. It was usually early afternoon 
when he made his pass on the Lower Road. Sometimes he 
would be accompanied by his dog, a wire-haired terrier. 
 
One of the most fantastic things that I can recall was that Mr. 
Wyatt was able to remember all the people on his route. One 
must remember that in those 
days, getting to the city was a 
real hardship. Most shopping 
was done through Eaton's or 
Simpson's catalogue. Mail de-
livery was a must. Most of the 
mail boxes were the usual small 
ones that were mounted on a 
post by the roadside. Every 
time there was a large parcel, 
one would hear the familiar and 
distinct sound of the horn of his 
Model A beckoning someone to 
attend to the parcel delivery. He 
knew one of us would drop our 
hoe and run to meet him. Mr. 
Wyatt was a friendly man who 
knew and did his job efficiently 
with grace and dignity. The 





Jack Wyatt, 1930s 
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Winfield School, 1929, Grades 1-4 
L to R: 
Back row: Ross McDonagh, Gilbert Berry, Toshio Katamara, Darcy 
Gill, Seichi Koyama, Rex Clark, Les Cook, Cliff Gunn, Miss Evans  
Middle row: Jean Koyama, Edna Barnett, Helen Cook, Pauline 
Chinkovits, unknown child, Daisy Edmunds, Elpnore Bailey, Hume 
Powley, Eldred Berry 
Front row: Argile Williamson, Edna Lidstone, Doreen Shelly, Adra 
Clark, unknown child, Anne Cook, Betty Jean Ore, Bob Gill, Claude 
Clark, Kadi Koyama 
 
 
Winfield School Christmas Concert 
Umeno ‘Min’ Tanaka Sakamoto 
 
Every year Winfield School put on a Christmas concert for the 
students, parents, and families in the community. Practice for 
the plays, skits, and carols would begin days before the date of 
the concert, which was usually held the last Friday evening be-
fore the Christmas holidays. 
 
After school the students went to the community hall to re-
hearse the carols and plays. Mrs. Jack Seaton would play the 




tainment. If they were not in the plays and skits they would sing 
Christmas carols. 
 
When the night of the concert arrived everyone went to the hall 
which would be nice and cosy as Mr. Lodge had stoked the fur-
nace hours before. The first thing that caught our eye was the 
huge fir tree which had been carefully selected for our Christ-
mas tree. It stood to one side in front of the stage. It was deco-
rated with tinsel and different shaped balls and baubles and a 
bright star on top. The best decorations were the golden horns 
that really made music and the colourful birds that chirped. 
They always fascinated the children. 
 
You could feel the excitement and anticipation as the families 
arrived and filled the hall. The children were all dressed in their 
Sunday best. Miss Gleed always made sure everyone had some-
thing nice to wear. Mr. Powley was the master of ceremonies 
for the evening. The concert would go smoothly. Occasionally 
someone would get stage fright and forget their lines. 
 
When the concert was over, Santa never failed to arrive. Justin 
McCarthy made the best jolly Santa. He would come down the 
aisle with his big red bag full of goodies. All the children in-
cluding pre-schoolers received a gift. There was usually a little 
present and a bag filled with candies, nuts, and a Japanese or-






Sledding Down  




LCMA Winfield School, 1931, Grades 5 to 8 
Mr. George Elliot, teacher 
L to R: 
Back row: George Berry, George Arnold, Winnie Draper, Irene Mil-
ler, Mr. George Elliot, Edith Gunn, Vera Edmunds, June Edmunds, 
Hatch (Harue) Koyama, Michelle Kitamura 
Middle row: (kneeling) Seichi Koyama, Ralph Berry, (standing) Daisy 
Edmunds, Helen Cook, Edna Barnett, Mabel Duggan, Jean Koyama, 
Chokes Shishido 
Front row: Vern Miller, Sax Koyama, Bill Cook, Buster Barnett, 










Playing hockey beside the old Winfield Hall, 1938 
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RIYOMON AND TOMECHIYO TERAMURA 
Ruby Teramura Ohashi 
 
Riyomon Teramura was 
born on November 28, 
1901 in Shiga-ken, Hon-
shu, Japan. He married 
Tomechiyo Hikida in 
May of 1930. Tomechiyo 
was born in Shiga-ken, 
Honshu, Japan on January 




Shortly after their marriage, Ri-
yomon left Tomechiyo in Japan 
with his mother and sister while 
he journeyed to British Colum-
bia. Riyomon arrived in Vancou-
ver on May 18, 1930 and trav-
elled to Winfield a few days later. 
Riyomon worked in the orchards 
from 1931 to 1934. 
 
In 1935, Riyomon returned to 
Shiga-ken to bring Tomechiyo 
back to Winfield with him. He 
worked for Winfield Irrigation 
for a short period. Both Riyomon 
and Tomechiyo worked at Teijiro 
and Fusa Ohashi's farm from 
1936 to 1941. Later, they rented  
property from George Reiswig and 
grew tomatoes, onions, and cu-
cumbers. In 1952, they purchased the 10 acre farm from Teijiro 
Ohashi on Woodsdale Road. They grew all kinds of vegetables 
and sold the vegetables on the farm. 
 
 
Courtesy of Ruby Teramura Ohashi and Roy Teramura  
Courtesy of Ruby Teramura Ohashi and 
Roy Teramura  
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Courtesy of Ruby Teramura Ohashi and Roy Teramura  
The Teramuras went back to Shiga-ken, Japan in October 1972 
for a month holiday to visit their old home. The family gave the 
property in Japan to a niece of Riyomon. 
 
Riyomon and Tomechiyo were members of the Kelowna Bud-
dhist Temple. Tomechiyo passed away on April 1, 1975 and 
Riyomon passed away on August 25, 1975. 
 
The Teramuras had four children, Ruby Hanako, born in 1936, 
Roy, born in March 1939, Harry, born in January 1943, and 








The Teramura family, 
1940s, Winfield 
 
L to R: Tomechiyo,  








Riyomon and Tomechiyo 
Teramura Arrive in Winfield 





The Teramura farm 
was located in the 
Woodsdale Flats 
area of Winfield, 
with rich bottom 
land for growing 
vegetables and cash 
crops. Vernon  
Creek flowed near-
by, into Wood Lake 
at the north end of 
the property. The 
family grew a varie-






Their first home was a small wooden house with a living room, 
dining room, kitchen, and bedrooms. The house was lined with 
tar paper for insulation.21 
 
Courtesy of Ruby Teramura Ohashi and Roy Teramura  
Courtesy of Ruby Teramura Ohashi and Roy Teramura  
Roy Teramura, Winfield, BC 
Sorting onions at the Teramura farm, 1940s, Winfield, BC 
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TEIJIRO AND FUSA OHASHI 
Ruby Teramura Ohashi 
 
Teijiro and Fusa Ohashi were both born in Shiga-ken, Japan. 
They moved to Winfield and grew a few apple trees, tomatoes 
and onions on their farm on Woodsdale Road. 
 
They adopted Ayako Tsuji, when she was a young girl, from 
Asajiro and Taksu Tsuji. She lived with them until she married 
Akio Araki. After Fusa passed away in November of 1951, Tei-
jiro sold the farm to his half brother Riyomon Teramura in 
1952. After that, Teijiro moved to Kelowna and worked for a 
few years. He returned to Shiga-ken, Japan and has since 
passed away.22 
Courtesy of Ruby Teramura Ohashi and Roy Teramura  
Winfield 1930s 





The Japanese community of Winfield, 1937  
 
L to R: 
Back row: Mr. Ohashi, Mr. M. Takenaka, Mrs. Tsuji, Mr. Tsuji, un-
known man, Mr. Ken Koyama 
Middle row: Mr. T. Koyama, Mrs. Teramura, Mrs. T. Koyama, Yoshi 
Koyama (in front), Mrs. M. Takenaka, Mrs. Taiji, Mrs. Ohashi, Mr. 
Teramura and baby, Mr. Tanaka, Mr. Yoshida, Mr. Abe 
Front row: Unknown man, Mr. Kitaura, Paul Koyama (behind), Terry 
Koyama (behind), Ayako Tanaka (behind), Mrs. Tabuchi, daughter 
Tabuchi, Ayako Ohashi, Mrs. Tanaka holding Yoshio, Umeno Tanaka, 






Growing Up in Woodsdale Flats 
Ruby Teramura Ohashi and 
Roy Teramura  
2:12 min. 
Courtesy of Ruby Teramura Ohashi and Roy Teramura  
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Courtesy of Ruby Teramura Ohashi and Roy Teramura  
The Japanese Canadian hockey team of Okanagan Centre-
Winfield often played at the reservoir near the Okanagan Valley 
Land Company camp. Games were also played against the Rut-
land Japanese Canadian community on the pond west of Rut-
land. 
LCMA 
Pond hockey near the Okanagan Valley Land Company camp, 1920s 
Japanese Community dinner, circa 1938 
L to R: Mrs. Toda , unknown child , Tomechiyo Teramura, Asajiro 
Tsuji, Taksu Tsuji, Fusa Ohashi, Teijiro Ohashi, Ayako Ohashi, baby 




SEIMATSU AND KIMIE TAKENAKA 
LCMA 
 
Seimatsu 'Sam' Takenaka was 
born in Wakayama-ken, Japan 
in 1905. He immigrated to 
Canada in 1925 at the age of 
nineteen, to join his father Ku-
makichi in Alberta. Seimatsu 
landed in Vancouver, then pro-
ceeded by train to Sicamous 
and was met by his brother-in-
law, Toyokichi Taiji. The men 
traveled by road to the head of 
the lake, then to Okanagan 
Centre via the SS Sicamous. 
After visiting four or five days 
at the Japanese Camp, as guest 
of his sister Oei and her fami-
ly, Seimatsu went on to Alber-
ta, working at various jobs be-
fore returning to Okanagan 





Kimie Koyama was born April 19th, 1914 at the Coldstream 
Ranch, the eldest daughter of Eijiro and Fumi Koyama. When 
Kimie was two, her family moved to Winfield. In 1920, Kimie 
was sent to Fukushima-ken, Japan to go to school. She was six 
years old at the time, and did not return to Canada until 1930, 
after her mother's death. 
 
Seimatsu Takenaka and Kimie Koyama were introduced by 
their families and married on December 1st, 1934 at the Win-
field United Church. After the reception at the Winfield Hall, 
Seimatsu and Kimie walked up the hill to their first home, a 
cabin at the V.R. McDonagh orchard.  
 
Courtesy of Addie Takenaka Maehara 





L to R: Harue Koyama (Kimie's sister), Masahe 'George' Takenaka 
(Seimatsu's brother), Seimatsu Takenaka, Kimie Koyama, 1934 
 
 
Baby Nancy Hisae, the firstborn of 
Seimatsu and Kimie Takenaka, was 
born in 1935. Sadly, Nancy died in 
infancy. 
 
Family friend Tome ‘Wakako’ 
Hikichi composed haiku in baby 
Nancy's honour:  
Your birth is as bright as a big chry-
santhemum 
And then at Nancy's death in 1936,  
The flower is broken 23 
 
 
The Takenakas had eight children: Nancy, 1935; Addie, 1937; 
Harold, 1938; Judy, 1940; Grace, 1942; Gerry, 1943; Law-
rence, 1951; and Ron, 1956. 
Courtesy of Addie Takenaka Maehara 
Courtesy of Addie Takenaka Maehara 
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Seimatsu and Kimie Takenaka's 
first home was a small picker's 
cabin in the McDonagh orchard. 
The cabin had one bedroom, a 
kitchen, and an outhouse.  Here, 
their first three children, Nancy, 
Addie, and Harold were born .  
 
Seimatsu and Kimie lived and 
worked at the McDonagh or-
chard for five and a half years. 
In 1940, they moved across the 
lake to Fintry, where they 
worked for Mr. Stewart. In the 








At the McDonagh orchard, 
Seimatsu managed the or-
chards year round, pruning 
in the winter, spraying the 
trees, digging ditches for 
irrigation, and harvesting 
the fruit. Each fall, he 
would pick 175 to 200 
boxes of apples per day 





Seimatsu Takenaka,  
1934-1935, Winfield, BC 
Courtesy of Addie Takenaka Maehara 
Courtesy of Addie Takenaka Maehara 
Seimatsu Takenaka at V.R. 
McDonagh's picker’s cabin 
1934-1935, Winfield, BC 
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The Bread Caper 
Addie Takenaka Maehara and 
Harold Takenaka  
0:58 min. 
Courtesy of Addie Takenaka Maehara 
 
 
Seimatsu and Kimie Takenaka with 
their children Harold and Addie, 
outside Grandpa Koyama's house 
in Winfield, 1939.  
 
L to R: Kimie Takenaka, Harold, 












Addie Takenaka Maehara 
 
There were many already in the community whose gestures of 
kind help and friendship eased the way for our grandparents 
and parents during the early settlement years. Mr. W.R. Powley 
lent his team of horses, Nip and Tuck, to Eijiro Koyama so that 
he could bring his family from Coldstream to Winfield. Mrs. 
Campbell-Brown of Amory Ranch, Oyama taught Kimie Koya-
ma to speak, read, and write English. Others taught the women 
about Canadian customs and food preparation, while orchard-
ists and farmers provided employment for the men. Over the 
years, these connections evolved into lasting and endearing 
friendships. We who followed that first generation of Issei will 










Addie Takenaka Maehara 
 
... Mrs. Kanamaru dressed impeccably in grey and her hearty 
full-bodied laughter. 
... Mrs. Hikichi's talent, displayed in her many colourful cro-
cheted cushion covers.  
... Yoshida-san sitting in the kitchen, legs crossed, drawing on 
his pipe, mulling over the events of his day. 
... Auntie Taiji's many loving gestures to the Takenaka brood.  
 
I remember being surrounded by the nurturing care and love of 
family, uncles, aunties, cousins, and others in the Japanese 
community. They shared life and being and by example showed 
us the way. What a heritage! 25 
Courtesy of Addie Takenaka Maehara 
Courtesy of Addie Takenaka Maehara 






Koyama farm, 1939. 
Uncle Motoi ‘Mots’ 
Koyama holding 








The Takenaka family at Grandpa Eijiro Koyama's farm. 
L to R: Back: Seimatsu holding Gerry, Eijiro Koyama, Kimie  
Front: Judy, Harold, Addie, Grace 
 
Kimie's father, Eijiro Koyama retired in 1951, moving to 
Mayne Island. Seimatsu and Kimie moved to his property in 
Winfield, which they farmed until their retirement in 1973. 
Both Seimatsu and Kimie were active in the community. 
 
Kimie Takenaka passed away August 6th, 2005. Seimatsu 
Takenaka passed away on January 21st, 2007. He was 101 










Courtesy of Addie Takenaka Maehara 
Courtesy of Addie Takenaka Maehara 
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Yoshitaro Ito owned and operated an orchard on Okanagan 
Centre Road in Winfield. Yoshitaro died in an accident in 1935 
while transporting fruit to the packinghouse in Winfield. He is 
buried in the Old Winfield Cemetery. His family moved to To-
ronto, Ontario following his death. 
 
 
The Okanagan Valley Land Company 
built an irrigation pipeline from Beaver 
Lake to the Land Company's reservoir in 
Okanagan Centre. The two men pictured 
here were hired to walk the entire pipe-
line daily as maintenance men, a distance 
of approximately twenty kilometres. 
 




Courtesy of Hideo Tanaka 
Sakuji and Sachiyo (Kobayashi) Koyama collection 
L to R: Tadashi, Yoshitaro Ito, Mrs. Ito, Masako, Yoshi 
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Sakuji and Sachiyo (Kobayashi) Koyama collection 
Mr. K. Masuda at the Koyama Farm 
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THE RAINBOW RANCHE 
Anne Goldie Land 
 
The history of the Rainbow Ranche 
began in 1893 and ended in 1984 
when it was subdivided. Until 1909 
there were at least six different own-
ers. At that point, J.E. McAllister (1/2 
share), R.S. Dormer (1/4 share), and 
James Goldie (1/4 share) formed the 
Rainbow Ranche Ltd., with Goldie 
appointed manager for the absentee 
owners. 
 
The Ranche eventually held 125 
acres of apples and its own packing-
house. The fruit was taken by wagon 
and team to the wharf at Okanagan 
Centre, to be picked up by one of the 
sternwheelers and taken to the rail-
head at Kelowna or Vernon. The 
house and garden were located on the 
 lakeshore at the bottom of the gulley, 
with the orchard stretching east for 
LCMA 
LCMA 
James Goldie managed the 




To hear the name ‘Rainbow Ranche’ or ‘the Rainbow’ men-
tioned in casual conversation among the long-time residents of 
the small community of Okanagan Centre is nothing out of the 
ordinary. Since its modest beginning as ‘Rainbow Ranche’ in 
1893, the Rainbow has changed 
and grown with the cultural 
and economic evolution of the 
community that surrounds it. It 
has had numerous owners and 
gone through various transfor-
mations although it has contin-
ued to remain an anchor and a 
joy to visit for those acquainted 
with it. Those who are familiar 
with the Rainbow Ranche 
would agree that the community 
of Okanagan Centre, its history 
and its industries would not 
have become what they are to-
day without the existence of 
LCMA 
The Rainbow 
Hill Road, 1915 
Courtesy Ron Taylor 
many acres. For many years the Ranche house itself has been 






Sakuji and Sachiyo (Kobayashi) Koyama collection 
‘the Rainbow’. 
The Rainbow Ranche began to prosper with the advent of irri-
gation and eventually about 125 acres of fruit trees, mostly ap-
ple, were planted. The Ranche also held four hundred acres of 
rangeland as well as pasture for nearly fifty head of cattle. At 
the height of its productivity, five teams of horses worked the 
Ranche with three of those teams in use at any one time. A 
large wharf was built at the Ranche, which was important for 
the transport of goods, and the original pipe for the water dis-
trict was landed on this wharf. The SS Aberdeen used to make 
regular calls to the wharf, Rainbow Landing, and the Ranche 
had its own individual box on the boat addressed 'Rainbow 
Landing, Okanagan Lake, BC'. 
 
In the early days of the Ranche, two long chicken houses were 
built at the south end of the property. With time, the Ranche 
boasted a bunkhouse, a stable, a sheep pen, a hay barn, a grana-
ry and a large log corral, all of which were built north of the 
Ranche house, near the lake. To preserve the food that the 
Goldie family needed, James dug a root cellar into the bank 
behind the southeast corner of the Ranche house which served 
Japanese Canadian workers at the Rainbow Ranche, late 1930s 
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Loading Rainbow Ranche fruit at the wharf, 1915. James 
Goldie, manager, is on the right. 
as a means of keeping the food cool all year long.  
The Ranche was fully equipped with all of the essentials and 
soon the focus was put on the growing of fruit. As it took close 
to ten years for the fruit trees to produce a crop, potatoes as 
well as other vegetables were planted in between the rows of 
trees. At one time Rainbow Ranche grew one-pound potatoes 
for the CPR dining cars. This type of transitional farming was 
done to ensure some kind of income while waiting for the fruit 
trees to grow. When the first crop of fruit was finally ready, it 
was packed in a shed near the Rainbow Wharf and shipped 








MEMORIES OF LIFE IN OKANAGAN CENTRE 
LCMA 
 
For the first three decades of the twentieth century, Okanagan 
Centre was the commercial hub of the area that later became 
Lake Country. From the late 1800s to the 1930s, Okanagan 
Centre was one of the main shipping points for the Central 
Okanagan and a major port for the sternwheelers. From the 
Centre's wharf, local apples, pears, and even cattle were 
shipped north to the railhead at Okanagan Landing and from 
there to points all over the globe, while mail, dry goods, manu-





Main Street, Okanagan Centre in 1908. The buildings in the 
foreground are the stores belonging to Mr. Northcote Caesar, 
Mr. Abraham Code, and Mr. Strickland.  
Clearing land 








Land development in Lake Country was furthered by Vincent 
and Homer Maddock from Ontario, who in 1892 bought up 
thousands of acres of land, from the Rainbow Ranche south to 
McKinley Landing, and from Okanagan Lake east to the flats 
of Winfield. 
 
Although the Maddock brothers only moved to Okanagan Cen-
tre after 1906, they were influential in the early development of 
the area. They were also instrumental in the introduction of irri-
gation in the area, and by 1909 had completed the main line of 
an irrigation system into Okanagan Centre. 
 
The Maddock brothers promoted settlement of Okanagan Cen-
tre by subdividing their entire holdings in 1907. The 1908 sale 
of the Maddock Brothers Estate to the Trusts and Guarantee 
Co. Ltd. of Toronto set up two companies to handle further de-
velopment, the Okanagan Valley Land Co. Ltd. and the Okana-
gan Centre Irrigation and Power Co. Ltd.  









St. Paul's Presbyterian Church was built in 1907, with Rever-
end A. Smith as the first minister. This church served as the 
first school in Okanagan Centre until the building was removed 




The early road and orchards of the Okanagan Valley Land 
Company at the top of the rise above Winfield. The pioneers 
working in the new orchards travelled this road, heading either 











The SS Okanagan was the second sternwheeler on Okanagan 
Lake. Launched in 1907, the SS Okanagan made a return trip 
six days a week from Okanagan Landing to Penticton. The SS 
Okanagan operated for many years. Other sternwheelers carry-
ing fruit, produce, dry goods, and passengers were the SS Aber-
deen (1892) and the SS Sicamous (1914). Smaller boats, such 
as the SS Naramata, provided passenger service to the other 
settlements around the lake including Carr's Landing, Caesar's 
Landing, and the Rainbow Ranche, as well as excursions for 
tourists. 
LCMA 





The central location and access to Okanagan Lake made Oka-
nagan Centre the transportation hub of the community. By 
1920, large quantities of fruit were boxed and loaded directly 
on to the sternwheelers and barges for shipment north to the 
railhead at Okanagan Landing.  
 
The second Okanagan Centre packinghouse was completed in 
1914 and was located at the edge of the lake. Until the late 
1940s, this packinghouse was owned and operated by the Oka-
nagan Valley Land Company.  
LCMA Duke’s Hill, Okanagan Centre, early 1920s 





The Japanese work camp, overseen by the Okanagan Valley 
Land Company, was located at the crest of Camp Road in Oka-
nagan Centre. From 1909 through the 1930s, many of the Japa-
nese Canadian pioneers lived and worked at this camp. 
The Japanese Work Camp 
Mieko Kobayashi Kawano and Margaret 
Kobayashi Yamamoto 
1:09 min. 
New Year's at the Japanese work-
ers’ camp, Okanagan Centre. 
The men pictured here have not 
been identified and are believed 
to be bachelors who worked at the 
camp and in the orchards. 
LCMA 




DENBEI AND HIRO  KOBAYASHI 
LCMA 
 
Denbei Kobayashi was born in 
1878 in Izumidamura, Nagano-
ken, Japan. He had planned to 
immigrate to the United States, 
but instead took a ship to Cana-
da and arrived in Vancouver, 
BC in 1906. He first obtained 
work as a fisherman on the 
Skeena River in northwestern 
British Columbia, then joined a 
Canadian Pacific Railway work 
gang and was sent to the Okana-
gan to help prepare the roadbed 
for a branch line. In the spring 
of 1907 Denbei visited the 
Coldstream Ranch, where he 
met Eijiro Koyama, the 'boss' at 
the ranch.  
 
Denbei was followed to Canada by 
his younger brother Kizo in 1907. 
Denbei and Kizo worked together 
at the Coldstream Ranch until 
1909 when Denbei moved to Oka-
nagan Centre. Kizo stayed at the 
Coldstream until 1917, moving to 
Okanagan Centre in 1918.  
 
Denbei Kobayashi became a Cana-
dian citizen in April, 1908, de-
scribing the day as, “the most 
memorable day of my life”.28 
LCMA 
Brothers Denbei Kobayashi 
(R) and Kizo 'George' Koba-
yashi (L), 1920s 





In 1909-1910, Denbei Kobayashi was employed for a brief time 
as a cook at the Grandview Hotel in Okanagan Centre. Here, he 
learned to cook ‘western style’ and quickly improved his Eng-
lish. Denbei frequently consulted his cookbook of western reci-
pes with notations written in Japanese for quick reference.  
Courtesy of Sharon Koyama Hope 
Denbei Kobayashi’s cookbook, 1909-1910 
The Grandview Hotel, Okanagan Centre, 1910 
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Denbei Kobayashi remained in Okanagan Centre, where he ob-
tained a labour contract with the Okanagan Valley Land Com-
pany to plant 800 acres of fruit trees at the Rainbow Ranche, 
and employed up to fifteen men over the following three years. 
The contract paid 4 cents for each tree planted, netting the 
workers about $2.50 per day, a generous wage in those days. 
 
Hiro Yanagisawa, also of 
Nagano-ken, married 




Hiro Yanagisawa (L) is 
pictured standing next to 
her sister Yomeno (R), with 
her hair fashioned in a 
western pompadour style. 
She was bidding farewell 
and preparing to leave for 
a strange new land. 
 
Sakuji and Sachiyo (Kobayashi) Koyama collection 
Excerpts of the Diary of Denbei Kobayashi, 1913 
 
January 1, 1913 
Get up at 6am celebrate New Year’s and I had a traditional 
New Year’s breakfast (ozoni-mochi). Prepare lunch for the 
guests. Enjoyed the Ice-skating with my friends (Chotaro Kun 
and Shoji Kun). 
 
January 27, 1913 
7 men of us start cutting logs on the new location NW. I scaled 
the logs. Mail order to Furuya Store, send $60.00. 
 
February 12, 1913 
The ice condition is excellent today and we all enjoyed the skat-





February 26, 1913 
Today all of us are cutting (Furomaki) wood for the bath, ap-
proximately 5 cords. Good enough for one summer. 
 
March 19, 1913 
Received the money from Bank and paid each and everyone’s 
wages up to the end of February. The logging jobs are $2.00 
per day. 
 
April 1, 1913 
Breakfast at Ozaki-kun and visit Sakamoto-kun, he offer me a 
drink, then went to see Onodera-kun. I gave 1/2 dozen of cream 
for Omiyage. Depart Kelowna by boat, arrive in Centre at 
11am. Back to Rainbow Camp. Buy 61 lbs of pork 20¢ a pound. 
 
April 25, 1913 
Contract tree planting. Seven of our group start tree planting 
on 30 Acres. 
 
May 6, 1913 
The Irrigation starts today, the farm work watching the water. 
 
June 1, 1913 
Photography. Print 2 doz. Of pictures. 
 
July 1, 1913 
Today is holiday. There is celebration at the Centre, a lot of 
games are going on. I took some pictures. 
 
July 31, 1913 
Sale 4 doz. Of eggs to the hotel $1.60. 
 
August 22, 1913 
Clear land. Nogi-kun is powder man. I’m helping teamster and 
hauling out rocks and stumps. 
 
September 29, 1913 
Receive the Deed from Royal Bank. 
 
October 30, 1913 
Japan Tour. All my friends came to the Centre Wharf and send 
me off. I take a boat to Okanagan Landing. Got on the C.P. 
Train and went to Vancouver. From the Rainbow Ranch, Sawa-
kun is aboard the same train and I have company.29 
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By 1913 Denbei had earned and saved enough money to return 
to Japan for his bride Hiro. They were married on February 5th, 
1914 and left Japan on March 17, 1914. They travelled by ship, 
train, and on foot to reach Okanagan Centre. A reception party 
was held by the camp members from the Rainbow Ranche and 
other members of the community. 
 
The next day Hiro Kobayashi started work at the camp at Jack 
Seaton Park as a cook. Mrs. Kobayashi was a well educated and 
privileged young lady. She was accustomed to a relatively com-
fortable lifestyle as the youngest in a well-to-do-family. The log 
cabin in an all-male work camp was a shock and disappoint-
ment to her, but she soon took her new surroundings in stride, 





Sakuji and Sachiyo (Kobayashi) Koyama collection 
Denbei and Hiro Kobayashi, 1914 
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Denbei and Hiro had seven children. 
Here they are pictured with their son 
Tsutai ‘Sigh’ and their daughter Caro-
line Aiko.  
 
 
In 1914, Denbei purchased a ten acre 
farm in Okanagan Centre, planting 
the land and rebuilding the existing 
house while both he and Hiro contin-
ued to work for the Okanagan Valley 
Land Company and other employers. 
 
Denbei and Hiro, with baby Sigh,  
moved into a larger house on Camp 
Road in Okanagan Centre in 1915 
and started their own orchard. They 
grew several varieties of berries and 
sold them until their fruit trees ma-
tured enough to produce. It was here that three more Kobayashi 
children were born: Caroline Aiko, Blanche Yoshiko, and An-
drew Hiroshi. During these years, the family started the first 
independent packinghouse in the community.  
 
In 1924, Mr. Kobayashi bought a second plot of land overlook-
ing Okanagan Lake. This land already had a large house, one 
that would more comfortably fit the growing family, and was 
within walking distance of the school for the older children. 
This would be the permanent residence for the Kobayashi fami-
ly and it was in this house that the three youngest, Ruth 
Sachiyo, Allan 
Osamu, and  
Susan Suzuyo 
were born.  
Sakuji and Sachiyo (Kobayashi)  
Koyama collection 








L to R: Front row: 
Hiro, Susan Suzuyo, 
Denbei 
Back row: Allan 
Osamu, Anthony 
Tsutai, Caroline Ai-






In addition to orchard work, running a business, and raising a 
family, Denbei and Hiro entertained many visitors from the 
coast, including the Japanese Consul. Every year, the Koba-
yashi family would hold two major celebrations, the Japanese 
New Year and Hanami. To celebrate the New Year, Denbei 
would order traditional foods from the coast that would be de-
livered by the SS Sicamous to Okanagan Centre. When the 
cherry trees blossomed on the Kobayashi property in the spring, 
the community would be invited to the house for the celebration 
of the cherry blossom, the Hanami. Hiro would make pink rice 
cakes, each wrapped in a cherry leaf.31  
LCMA 
The Japanese community at Kobayashi house, late 1920s.  
Courtesy of Susan Kobayashi Hidaka 
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The House on the Hill 
Allan Osamu Kobayashi 
 
The house on the hill overlooking Okanagan Centre was home 
to Denbei Kobayashi and his family of seven children for five 
decades (1920s to 1970s). It stands as a monument to Denbei’s 
vision of assimilation into Canada, his adopted country, upon 
emigration from Japan in 1906. 
 
After Denbei’s purchase of the house and orchards in 1924, his 
hospitality became known, and Japanese arriving on lake 
steamers made his home an initial stop before proceeding to 
further destinations. 
 
With the growth of the district Japanese Canadian population, 
the home became a community centre and free guest house. 
Besides distinguished visitors, men off the road in time of De-
pression were accorded a place beside their host at the dinner 
table.  
 
There were times of festivity as well as tragedy. On occasions 
of death Denbei stood ready to assume responsibility for funer-
als, and at times tended to the needs of survivors. And on birth 
Courtesy of Ron Taylor 









Denbei took his turn 
at opening his home 
for monthly church 




During World War II Denbei advised that Japanese gatherings 
be minimized because of the war situation. Home church ser-
vices were moved to the Protestant church behind Mr. Gleed’s 
store. He maintained good relations with Okanagan Centre resi-
dents, especially neighbouring orchardists.  
 
Before joining the Canadian Army Denbei’s son, Sigh, held 
practices at the home with his dance band, The Modernaires. 
These practices were often attended by young women housed at 
the Westbury Hotel as orchard employees of the Okanagan 
Valley Land Company. They livened the house and injected 
energy and glamour into a quiet village. 
 
Denbei passed away at his home in Okanagan Centre in 1968 at 
the age of 89. In his original prefecture of Nagano, Japan, a 
bridge is named for Denbei with a plaque in recognition of a 
native son who made a significant contribution to his adopted 




Andrew Hiroshi Kobayashi  
and David Kobayashi 
3:49 min. 
Courtesy of Ron Taylor 
Workers in the orchard, 1930s 
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Denbei Kobayashi planted his orchard in Okanagan Centre with 
twenty-four acres of apple trees. With no mechanized machin-
ery to help, all the orchard work was done by hand. Horses 
were used to haul prunings, to pull the sprayer, and to transport 
apples to the packinghouse.  
 
Andrew Hiroshi Kobayashi eventually took over ten acres of 
the family orchards. His sister Ruth Sachiyo and her husband 
Sakuji ‘Sax’ Koyama took over twelve acres.  
LCMA 
LCMA 
Denbei and his son Andrew Hiroshi are working in the 
orchard, Denbei driving the horse-drawn sprayer while his 
son sprays the fruit. 




Denbei Kobayashi assisted in founding two community organi-
zations: the Koyukai Friends and Fellowship Association, pic-
tured here, and the Aobakai Club. 
 
The Koyukai Association was formed in 1921. A Japanese-
Canadian men's organization, its founders and members assist-
ed young Japanese men and families moving to the area. In 
1922, Denbei Kobayashi replaced Eijiro Koyama as president 
of the Koyukai, a position he held for thirteen years. 
 
The Aobakai Club was formed in 1922, and consisted of the 
men and women haiku enthusiasts of the community, led by 
Denbei Kobayashi. The Aobakai Club celebrated its fortieth 
anniversary in 1962, publishing a book of haiku poetry. 
 
LCMA 
The original members of the Koyukai Friends and Fellowship Associ-
ation in 1921.   
L to R: Back row: Mr. Toda, Mr. Aizawa, Mr, Kikushima, Mr. Sawa 




Denbei Kobayashi was also very interested in horticulture. He 
imported many native Japanese plants to Canada, such as the 
early blossom cherry tree (higan sukura), Japanese peonies 
(botan), persimmons (kaki), bamboo, butter burrs, coltsfoot 
(fuki), and Japanese asparagus (udo). Due to the severe winter 
conditions, the peonies, persimmons, bamboo, and butter burrs 
did not survive. The early blossoming cherry was reproduced 
and adorns many parks and boulevards across Canada today.  
 
Both Denbei and Hiro were active in the growing community 
and were well-liked and respected by all.  
Courtesy of Mits Hikichi 
Community gathering at Kobayashi house, early 1930s. 
 
L to R: Back row: Mr. Sawa, Mr. Aizawa, Mr. Abe, Mr. Ito, Mr. Kai 
Middle Row: Mr. Shishido, Mr. Chiba, Mr. Taiji, Mr. Toda, Mr. D. 
Kobayashi, Mrs. D. Kobayashi, Mrs. Hikichi carrying Mitsuru, Mrs. 
Ito, Mrs. K. Kobayashi, Mrs. Toda carrying Joe 






Picnic at the Rainbow Ranche, May 1938, celebrating 'Hanami', 
the blossom festival.  
 
An example of Denbei Kobayashi's Haiku poetry: 
 
Increasing glory and peaceful light 
Now shine in the garden of God 






Visit by the Hon-
ourable Chono-
suke Yada, Con-










L to R: Back row: Mr. Shishido, Mr. Taiji, Mr. E. Koyama, Mr. Na-
katani, Mr. Kanamaru, Mr. M. Takenaka, Mr. Toda, Mr. Ohashi 
Front row: Mr. Ito, Mr. Tanaka, Sigh Kobayashi, Mr. Teramura, Mr. 
Hikichi, Consul Chonosuke Yada, Mr. D. Kobayashi, Mr. Tsuyuki, 
Mr. Iwashita, Mr. K. Kobayashi 














In 1958, the residents of Okanagan Centre honoured Mr. 
Denbei Kobayashi by having him plant the Centennial Blue 
Spruce at Okanagan Centre School. The site is marked by a 
bronze plaque.  
 
In 1966, Mr. Denbei Koba-
yashi was presented with a 
silver medal and citation 
for his contribution to Oka-
nagan agriculture, by 
Prince Takamatsu of Ja-
pan. 
 
Mr. Kobayashi passed 
away on January 4th, 1968, 
at the age of 89. 
Sakuji and Sachiyo (Kobayashi) Koyama collection 
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Christianity and New Names 
Allan Osamu Kobayashi 
 
When Japanese immigrants arrived in the late 19th century, 
their religious belief was mainly Buddhism with background 
reflections of ancestral Shintoism. Many retained their Buddhist 
beliefs but others converted to Christianity. After completing 
theological studies and post-graduate work at the University of 
Toronto, Rev. Yoshinosuke Yoshioka was called in 1929 to the 
mission at the Japanese United Church on Harvey Avenue, Ke-
lowna, British Columbia. He was originally from Sasebo, Ja-
pan. The church became a centre of Christianity not only for 
Kelowna, but out-reached to Japanese in Okanagan Centre-
Winfield, Summerland and Vernon. My father, Denbei, soon 
became acquainted with Rev. Yoshioka and the Christian 
church.  
 
Before coming to Canada, Denbei had an early contact with a 
Christian Mission which probably influenced his decision to 
join the United Church. Remembering the faith of his ancestors, 
each January Denbei 
arranged a pyramid of 
rice cakes and an or-
ange in a bed of fir 
greenery symbolically 
invoking a happy and 
prosperous new year. 
With the arrival of Rev. 
Yoshioka into his life, 
Denbei underwent a 
profound conversion. 
He renounced strong 
drink, and his home 
wine, which he had de-
veloped into a state of 
Okanagan Centre, 1930s 
L to R: Mieko, Matthew 
Masao ‘Matt’, Margaret 
Chiyko, and Florence Naoko 
‘Flo’ Kobayashi 
 
Courtesy of Mieko Kobayashi Kawano 
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art, was served to guests only. After home church services, he 
served his nectar to the delight of adult members of the congre-
gation. The pastor mingled with his flock, radiating a smile as 
warm as sunshine. Denbei often led group prayers and he gave 
thanks before each meal. At orchard lunches he invariably 
bowed his head in silent grace before his noon-day sandwich. 
He was a devoted member of the church and maintained his 
faith and loyalty to the end. In this conversion to Christianity, 
Denbei's children were inevitably included. They were baptised 
in the Kelowna sanctuary by Rev. Dr. Osterhout, a senior offi-
cial of the United Church of Canada. Meekly like sheep, we 
stood in line before the congregation and one by one we were 
touched by baptismal water. With this renewed commencement 
and new names, father and mother remained Denbei and Hiro, 
but Tsutai, Hiroshi and Osamu became Anthony, Andrew, and 
Allan. Tsutai was always ‘Sigh’ during his lifetime. Aiko and 
Yoshiko had the privilege of selecting Caroline and Blanche, 
Sachiyo became biblical Ruth and Suzuyo, naturally Susan. 
 
At first, some of the new names were not commonly recog-
nized, but as each of us left home, to new acquaintances we 
became known by our more easily recognized ‘new names’. In 
Okanagan Centre, I was always ‘Osam’. My father swiftly doc-
umented these changes by obtaining proper birth certificates for 
us all. 
Sakuji and Sachiyo (Kobayashi) Koyama collection 
The Kobayashi brothers and their families, 1918 
L to R: Far left: Tsutai ‘Sigh’ (baby), Denbei, Fumi, baby (possibly 




Denbei's brother, Kizo and his family also embraced the gospel 
of Jesus. Uncle Kizo and Aunt Ikue, like my parents, did not 
add new names, but Kiechi, their eldest son, received Kenneth, 
and brother Masao became Matthew. Mieko, Naoko, Chiyoko, 
and Sumiko adopted Elizabeth, Florence, Margaret, and Jane.  
With baptism and added names, the Kobayashis accepted a new 
faith. With Christianity, Denbei's vision of integration into the 





Okanagan Centre School class of 1929 
L to R: Back row: Keichi Kobayashi, Charles Parker, Sigh Koba-
yashi, Frank Parker, Yosh Kobayashi, Mrs. Ida Parker, teacher 
Middle row: Charles Straton, Isobel Long, Aiko Kobayashi, Mary 
Carter, Doris Gleed, Beryl Harrop 
Front row: Hiroshi Kobayashi, Matt Kobayashi, Eiko Toda, Norah 




Okanagan Centre School Days 
Allan Osamu Kobayashi 
 
When I began my education in 1932, the Okanagan Centre 
School was brand new. My cousin Margaret and I were in the 
first Grade 1 class. From Grade 1 to 8 we were the only two in 
each grade as the years passed. So one of us always ranked first 
or second. I have been back to the old building but after almost 
seventy years much has changed. The boys and girls ‘toilets’ 
located to the north and south beyond the school have disap-
peared as well as the wood shed where Akira Hikichi and I 
stacked wood. The basketball poles have succumbed to time. 
Gone is the tennis court to the north. The swings adjacent to 
Mrs. Gray's house have long been uprooted.  
 
Christmas Concert, Okanagan Centre School, 
December 20th, 1935 
L to R: Back row: Akira Hikichi, Amy Toda, Mieko Kobayashi, 
Sachiyo Koyama, Eiko Toda, Flo Kobayashi, Mr. Pixton (Santa 
Claus), Nora Carter, Lorraine Long 
Front row: Susan Kobayashi, Margaret Kobayashi, Nobu Toda, Jane 
Kobayashi, Ruth Nuyens, Pat Cheesman, Osamu Kobayashi 
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Girls always outnumbered boys. At one time of 15 pupils Akira 
and I were the only boys. As a result our school lacked a ‘team’ 
concept. We were unable to play soccer or hockey which the 
Winfield boys enjoyed. Despite this lack Akira was a fine ath-
lete. He became a soccer and track star at Vernon High School 
and the University of Toronto. He is now retired after a career 
as an entomologist in Simcoe, Ontario. 
 
Winfield boys like Sus Taiji and Nick Shishido came over the 
hill and introduced Akira and me to manly games like ‘Pow’. It 
was a type of war game using toy revolvers. ‘Pow’ was a con-
trast to such games as ‘Nuts in May’ and ‘London Bridge’, 
which we played on Valentine's Day. 
 
Mrs. Parker taught us many English songs and ballads. ‘Rule 
Britannia’ was mandatory as well as ‘Hearts of Oak’. I thought 
the saddest song of all was ‘Barbara Allen’ (how could anyone 
die for ‘love of Barbara Allen’?). 
 
Miss Gleed and the Winfield teacher arranged for us to ex-
change letters with her pupils. I wrote to Robert Offerdahl and 
David Lodge.  
 
Special days came and went with the changing seasons. The 
first grand occasion was Halloween which meant a masquerade 
party. Once I had to wear a Japanese samurai costume my 
mother had brought from Japan. Instead I wanted to be a pirate 
or even Mickey Mouse. Since my heart was not in my role as a 






Then came Christmas and the concert. Mrs. Parker was reputed 
to present a concert unequalled anywhere. We sang ‘Santa 
Claus is Coming to Town’ with Mrs. Parker at the piano. Every 
child received a gift, an orange, and a net bag full of sugary 
candy. We had the time of our lives. Akira and I always did 
recitations. We presented ‘The Night Before Christmas’ and a 
piece about two Chinese boys. After Akira left for Vernon, in 
spite of Mrs. Parker's objections, I insisted on doing a recitation 
portraying a French Canadian voyageur. I believe a poet called 
William Henry Drummond composed it. I got my way. There I 
was, a little Japanese boy with close-cropped hair reciting away 
with a Quebecois accent. Poor Mrs. Parker. What she had to put 
up with. 
 
During the concert the cord which supported the beam which 
lowered the stage curtain would slip off leaving it dangling on a 
diagonal plane. Half the actors would be visible and the other 
half would be concealed. The quality of the concert made up for 
these mechanical malfunctions.  
 
With the coming of spring and warm weather Mrs. Parker orga-
nized ‘Nature Walks’. On a Friday afternoon we walked up the 
hill past her house, past the fox pens, and into the woods, note 
books in hand. We jotted down the names of trees and plants, 
especially wild flowers which blossomed in abundance. Our 
favourites were ‘Shooting Stars’ or ‘Lily Bells’ (as we called 
them) rare among the common ‘buttercups’. 
 
Much later I read 
Gabrielle Roy's 
‘Where Nests the 
Water Hen’. In 
this book, a 
bright young 
Manitoba French 
teacher takes her 
class to study 
nature in a ‘leçon 
de chóses’ or a 
‘lesson about 
LCMA 
Library van at Okanagan Centre, 1930s 
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things’. Essentially this is what Mrs. Parker did with us years 
ago at our little country school house. 
 
June, and the end of the school year, brought closing day. It 
was time to put the year's accomplishments on display. Mrs. 
Parker called the event ‘The Exhibition’ as in ‘The Canadian 
National Exhibition’. Geometrical designs in living poster col-
our bordered the walls above the blackboards. The best exam-
ples of McLean's penmanship were tacked in place. I had on 
exhibit a bookcase and a birdhouse made from packing house  
shook (apple box wood). I wanted to make airplanes but Mrs. 
Parker never consented. 
 
The ladies from the Women's Institute came to judge the gar-
den plots which surrounded the school on all but the north side. 
My plot was on the south-east corner of the school. One year I 
had the bright idea of covering all the weeds in my garden with 
topsoil producing a beautifully manicured effect. Unfortunately 
the judges were not impressed and I was prizeless at the end of 
the day. That was also the year I came second in academic ef-
forts. Cousin Margaret ranked first thanks to her mathematical 
aptitude. The adults enjoyed tea and we kids ate sandwiches 
and drank lemonade. My mother was quite relaxed because I 
was on my best behaviour. The next day we went to Carr's 
Landing for our picnic. 
 
As a story without names is like a house without people I will 
try to recall some pupils who attended school with me. We Ko-
bayashis ruled the roost for a number of years. Combined with 
our cousins, we were too numerous to list. Among the local 
pupils were: Pat Cheesman, the best swimmer, and a good ath-
lete; she and her dog, Jock. Ruth Nuyens, writer and poet. Ken 
Nuyens who roamed the hills above the Centre with me during 
my last years at the school. Karleen Hare, probably the most 
demure of us all; I believe Karleen's father built the school. 
Nora Carter and Lorraine Long were with us during their later 
school years. Lorraine and Akira teamed up against Nora and 
me to play pick-up basketball. Against Lorraine's height and 
Akira's athletic skill, Nora and I never had a hope. 
 
The Toda family spent a short time at the school before they 
left for Japan. I remember Nobu especially because of her love 
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for singing. The Takeda girls were also on the school roll until 
they left for Winfield. Akira's brothers, Jack and Mitsu, also 
attended. Stir others into the mix like Douglas Mills, Philip 
Meares, Kenny Eppard, Henry Stoll, and the Wooldridge boys, 
and you had a good cross section of people. There were also the 
Crandlemires from Alberta. I must not forget Richard Olsen. 
He could tap dance and was also the hit of Christmas concert 
when he gave one of the finest renditions of ‘Gold Mine in the 
Sky’ ever heard in the Centre. What a voice! And Nola and 
Sheila Gibbons, who walked all the way from the Rainbow 
Ranche. 
 
During those school days as a reticent boy I was only barely 
aware of adults in the village. Mr. Gleed, post-master and store-
keeper, stands out as a kind and gentle man. I picture him turn-
ing the handle of the vintage Imperial Esso gas pump as he dis-
pensed gasoline slowly but surely. Another of my favourites 
was Mr. Nuyens who directed operations at the packinghouse. 
Whether speaking to a boy or village elder he seemed the same. 
He always had a greeting and a pleasant word for us little peo-
ple. A good man. Of the ladies Mrs. Evelyn Cooney will al-
ways remain in memory as the kindliest of persons. Those were 
‘halcyon days’ as the tourism writers would say. Eight years 
with the same school and the same teacher. What peace and 
stability. No stress. No strife. No bills to pay. 
 
Although Mrs. Parker said I was ‘pig-headed’ and at times 
threatened to ‘knock me into the middle of next week’, she was 
an A-1 teacher. Her strength was creativity. She also had the 
knack of making time pass quickly - an elusive talent, especial-





The Wonder Years 
Allan Osamu Kobayashi 
 
Let me tell you about growing up in Okanagan Centre as a con-
trary little Japanese boy with a bald head. We went to a one-
room schoolhouse with an enrolment of seventeen kids. We had 
the same teacher for all eight years. There were always more 
girls than boys.  
 
My pal at school was Akira. He showed me how to fish, find 
pheasant eggs, and shoot gophers. He was on my side. He was 
the best athlete we ever had. One day he injured his back when 
he fell from a cherry tree. The Centre lost its Olympic hope.  
 
Everybody stood around at the post office waiting for Mr. 
Gleed to slot the mail. Even now, on still nights, if you listen 
hard you will hear the pounding of the stamp cancelling ham-
mer. To catch cold wasn't so bad because Mother would give us 
a nickel to buy black or white cough drops. Sunday School was 
automatic. The lessons on Temperance were very exciting. Un-
fortunately, we didn't know what they were about. The lake was 
a monster sprawled at the bottom of the slope down from the 
gravel road. We got wet to the buttocks gaffing little red fish 
the first week in October. I think they were spawning suckers 
or something like that. They tasted a lot like trout. 
 
On autumn afternoons I stood watching the truckers unload 
boxes of apples at the green packinghouse. They'd go zing 
LCMA 
Okanagan Centre Hall, 1930s 
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down the metal rollers and crawl up on the conveyor belt. I 
kept my distance because I was told in no uncertain terms to 
keep out of the packinghouse. Orchard work was hot and ex-
hausting. Picking peaches was a religious experience. A form 
of penance. In Biblical times some folks wore hair shirts to 
atone for sin. Wearing a hair shirt must have been like picking 
peaches. The itching and the agony. Let's not forget the ball 
games at Winfield, Kelowna, and Summerland. The Centre was 
expected to lose and some of us thought cursing was the same 
as cheering. The mother of memories is the hockey game 
against Vernon. The fervour. At the Konshinkai gatherings we 
met the gang from Winfield, rolled cigarettes at the Rainbow, 
and discussed the events of the past year. 
 
One New Year's Day there was a play at the Rainbow cabins 
about the abdication of Edward VIII. On stage, looking very 
serious were Wally Simpson, Stanley Baldwin, and Edward 
himself. Stanley Baldwin looked a lot like Mr. T. Koyama. The 
downside of Christmas was beheading chickens for the big din-
ner. We wielded a sharp axe and held on tight to the legs. 
Speaking of dinners we ate many kinds of mushrooms. But 
we're still here. We practically lived at the wharf as kids during 
the summer months. You've heard the expression, ‘walking on 
water’. We used to walk under water. With a big rock in our 
arms, we strolled around on the lake bottom without a care in 
the world. We caught minnows or crawled under the wharf and 
watched for cruising trout in the cool green waters of the wood-






night we went 
to Kelowna to 
see a show at 
the Empress.  
 




Afterwards we ate apple pie at the City Park Cafe where smil-
ing Jim Kwong kept us happy with his brand of humour. I went 
to the Regatta, threw darts, and won one of those snapping toys, 
a gigantic frog with green and yellow spots. I took it home with 
a big smile on my face and was indicted for gambling by the 
family council. 
 
An outfit in Detroit called Johnson Smith advertised on the 
back of comic books. I ordered an X-Ray tube for 30¢ because 
they claimed when I looked through it, things would become 
transparent. Mine arrived but it didn't work.  
 
That is what I remember about growing up in Okanagan Centre 
as a contrary little Japanese boy with a bald head. That hap-
pened back in the 1930s. That's sixty years ago. I remember all 
this but I've forgotten what happened sixty minutes ago. I am 
still contrary but not bald. I am balding.36 
 
LCMA 
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L to R: Back Row: Doug Pothecary, Alf Gatzke, Angus McLaren, 
Gilbert Arnold, Harley Smith, Ken Taylor, and Claire Sproule. 
Front Row: Albert Meyers, Nick Shishido, Robert Offerdahl, Kadi 
Koyama, Ron Taylor, Charles Shaw MacLaren, and Sus Taiji. 
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Rainbow Ranche Memories 
Allan Osamu Kobayashi 
 
In the 1930s and 40s, the Rainbow Ranche rivaled the Okana-
gan Valley Land Company’s orchard acreage in Okanagan Cen-
tre and Winfield, British Columbia. James Goldie from Ayr, 
Ontario, owned and operated these extensive tracts of apple 
orchards. Orchard labour was largely under the foremanship of 
Shigehisa (Sam) Hikichi and his crew of Japanese workers. 
 
Non-Japanese under a separate supervisor were also employed, 
notably a tall, muscular seasonal employee, Theodore Korn, 
from Germany. Mr. Korn, an excellent swimmer, could be seen 
far out on Okanagan Lake, his head bobbing among the waves 
many metres away from the Okanagan Centre wharf. Mr. Korn 
owned a short-wave receiving set and allowed boys like the 
Hikichi brothers, Akira and Isao, along with me to listen to 
world-wide radio broadcasts. 
 
The Rainbow orchards straddled Okanagan Centre Road, north 
and south at today's Goldie Road intersection. Mr. Hikichi's 
family home overlooked the north orchard. It was located on a 
flat area on the edge of bunch grass growth at the foot of Spion 
Kopje ridge. A path led down a rocky hill to two log cabins; a 
bunkhouse and cookhouse which housed the Japanese orchard 
hands. 
LCMA Haying the Rainbow 




These cabins were spacious and provided the only site adequate 
for large gatherings of the Japanese community. At New Year's 
celebration, a stage was set up for concerts where talented indi-
viduals sang, danced, and acted in amateur plays based on cur-
rent affairs. For dinner, the mess hall tables were heaped with 
food brought by the Japanese ladies for a pot-luck banquet. Jap-
anese dishes such as sushi, teriyaki chicken, fish cakes, and 
pickles of all sorts were spread in abundance. Oranges were the 
treat of the day because of the lack of refrigeration. No alcohol-
ic beverages were served, except those surreptitiously sipped by 
individuals wishing drinks more potent than green tea. 
 
At annual picnics, families lunched on grassy hillsides prior to 
the afternoon games. Men ran in blind-man races with small 
boys on their shoulders. They vied for prizes of pencils and 
notebooks. 
 
The final event of the day was a softball game between Win-
field and Okanagan Centre. Off the Hikichi property was a lev-
el field where the game took place. 
 
During World War II, evacuated Japanese Canadians from 
Kootenay ghost towns provided reliable labour for the Rainbow 
Ranche. The Rainbow truck, driven by Cecil Gibbons, strug-
gled over the Monashee Mountain range and returned laden 
with men and boys from evacuation centres such as Slocan, 
Lemon Creek, Kaslo, and New Denver. The coastal boys were 
adept at baseball, and soon games were arranged between teams 
from the Rainbow Ranche and the Okanagan Valley Land 
Company. The Rainbow boys, with superior field play and bat-
ting, usually won these twilight and Sunday games. 
 
For more than two or three decades, James Goldie and his pro-
prietorship of the Rainbow Ranche enabled the Japanese Cana-
dians to enjoy an enriched recreational lifestyle in this part of 





Memories of an Okanagan Winter  
Susan Suzuyo Kobayashi Hidaka 
 
Memories of the Okanagan -- one invariably thinks of sunshine, 
the lake, fruit -- in one word, summer. As a child growing up in 
the 1930s and 1940s, the winter season also had its charms and 
delights which remain etched in my memory. 
 
The first sign of winter was a visit by Jack Frost as one woke 
up to window panes etched in white with delicate patterns re-
sembling ferns, spider webs or whatever triggered a child's im-
agination. Then out came the sleighs -- remember being able to 
coast all the way from Stiller's Corner to our driveway without 
obstacles such as cars. And the hike over the hill to the pond 
past Uncle's house, where we could skate till dark! And the 
snow -- soft, fluffy snow flakes big enough to eat off your mit-
tens. 
 
Preparation for Christmas started early at the O.K. Centre 
School. The highlight was the Christmas Concert. Mrs. Parker, 
our teacher, with her baton, would lead us through songs, danc-
es, recitals, and plays. We would be sick with nervous tension 
but it was a chance for talents like Sonny Olson to strut their 
stuff. My forte was the piano solo - the livelier and faster the 
piece, the better to cover the errors. The party after the concert 
was the best part. A huge fir tree in the corner of the hall was 
laden with presents for every child in the community, thanks to 
LCMA Shinny hockey on Duck Lake, 1948 
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the Women's Institute and the School Board. I recall the hulky 
figure of Mr. Pixton as Santa Claus, and wanting to run when 
my turn came for a gift. Other kids screamed. Jello, cookies and 
tea, followed by a rousing round of ‘Here we go gathering nuts 
in May’ with Mrs. MacFarlane, ended an exciting but exhaust-
ing day. 
 
Another Christmas tradition was the annual community carol 
singing led by Mrs. MacFarlane and other Sunday School 
teachers of the United Church. Starting at the Speight house, 
along Lakeshore Road south to Mr. Kennard's, we covered over 
two miles stopping at every house to spread the spirit of Christ-
mas in joyful song. Despite the cold, it was heart-warming to 
see the face of an elderly or house-bound villager light up with 
the sound of singing. With hoarse throats and frigid toes, we 
were glad to get back to the Kobayashi house to observe an an-
nual ritual with pots of hot tea and coffee, Christmas cake, and 
sweets. As a special treat, my father would proudly produce a 
bottle of his home-made wine - a very clear, rosé pink with a 
delicate bouquet - which was very well received. Good Chris-
tian Men Rejoice! 
 
By Christmas Eve we would be bursting with anticipation. Piles 
of gifts surrounded the tree (there were seven of us plus Mother 
and Father). Each day we would count, pinch, and feel to guess 
what they were. As long as I believed in St. Nick, I would won-
der how he got through that long, black stove pipe, with his 
bag, without getting stuck. Somehow he always managed and 
in those days, simple gifts like dolls, a sewing kit, bubble pipe 
or a box of chocolates (a real prize) delighted our hearts. How 
times have changed. 
 
Everyone was up early on Christmas Day. Father beheaded two 
chickens the day before (whoever heard of turkey), plucked, 
and cleaned them ready for stuffing. Mother and my older sis-
ters prepared the vegetables and the special dressing with dry 
bread crumbs and lots of grated carrots. Delicious home-made 
pickles completed the menu. Dessert was always Jello. Dinner 
was at two pm and Mr. and Mrs. Kanamaru always joined us -
Kanamaru-san in his best dark suit and Obasan in her ankle-
length dress with stiff, starched collar in keeping with her 




ous-hearted woman with a marvellous sense of humour and a 
hearty laugh. After dinner and dishes, it was the pond for the 
older ones, skates in hand, while I was left to enjoy my newly-
acquired gifts. For Mother, work was never done. She had to 
think about supper and putting on a big pot of steaming, hot 
udon for our visitors and the hungry skaters. 
 
The holiday season wasn't complete without New Year's but 
that is a story in itself. Celebrations over and life returned to 
normal. The fruit trees needed pruning, the kids were back in 
school, the older girls took housekeeping jobs and for Mother, 
as always, work was never done. 
 
Winter in the Okanagan never was as severe as we know it to 
be in Alberta or Ontario but, rather, as an interlude between fall 
and spring. By the end of February the snow disappears, the 
earth stirs, and buds start swelling in the trees. Another season, 




The rail barge arriving at the Okanagan Centre rail slip. 
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KIZO AND IKUE KOBAYASHI 
LCMA 
 
Kizo Kobayashi was born in 
1886 in Nishimura, Nagano-
ken, Japan. In 1907, Kizo fol-
lowed his brother Denbei to 
Canada, and joined him at the 
Coldstream Ranch in the Oka-
nagan. Kizo remained at the 
Coldstream until 1917.  
 
In 1917, Kizo returned to Ja-
pan seeking a wife, and he met 
and married Ikue Kitagawara 
of a neighbouring village. Kizo 
returned to Canada with his 
bride Ikue in 1918 and they 
settled in Okanagan Centre.  
 
Ikue Kitagawara was born in 
October, 1898, in Izumida, 
Nagano-ken, Japan. After fin-
ishing her schooling, Ikue was 
searching for a different life. 
She was nineteen years old 
when she met Kizo. 
Courtesy of Mieko Kobayashi Kawano 
Courtesy of Mieko Kobayashi Kawano 
Kizo Kobayashi and Ikue Kit-
agawara, Japan, 1917 
Ikue Kitaga-





Kizo and Ikue Kobayashi, 1918 
 
The Kobayashi’s had six children: 
Kiechi, 1919; Matthew Masao, 1920; 
Mieko, 1922; Florence Naoko, 1924; 
Margaret Chiyoko, 1927; and Jane 
Sumiko, 1929. 
 
Kizo and Ikue both worked at the 
Okanagan Valley Land Company 
camp for several years before pur-





In January 1921, Kizo Kobayashi purchased a site with twenty 
acres for $2000. He began clearing bush and pine trees, and 
pulling out stumps by hand, while continuing to work for the 
Okanagan Valley Land Company, a difficult labour. The fin-
ished house was 24 by 40 feet, with two bedrooms, a kitchen, 
dining room, and living room. A well was dug nearby for fresh 
water. The Kobayashi family lived in this house until 1941, 
when they built a larger house on Camp Road. 
Courtesy of Mieko Kobayashi Kawano 
Courtesy of Mieko Kobayashi Kawano 
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 Kizo Kobayashi in his orchard, circa 1923 
Courtesy of Mieko Kobayashi Kawano 
Courtesy of Richard Kobayashi 
The Kobayashi family, 1935 
L to R: Back row: Flo, Mieko, Matt, Keichi 
Sitting: Jane, Ikue Kobayashi, Kizo Kobayashi, Margaret 
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Kizo and Ikue Kobayashi 
Mieko Kobayashi Kawano and  
Margaret Kobayashi Yamamoto 
2:54 min. 
Courtesy of Richard Kobayashi 
Kizo and Ikue Kobayashi,  Okanagan Centre, 1940s 
Kizo Kobayashi passed away on May 28th, 1950 at the age of 
sixty-seven years. Ikue passed away May 26th,  1987, at the 





Matthew Masao Kobayashi 
 
I remember I used to go down to the lake at Okanagan Centre 
and learn to swim by just floating on a piece of board. Eventu-
ally I would jump into the lake after the SS Sicamous would 
leave the wharf and the paddle wheel would churn up the wa-
ter. I would float about 150 feet away from it.39 
 
Sigh’s Memories 
Anthony Tsutai Kobayashi 
 
When Okanagan Lake was frozen in 1929, Mike Washuk and I 
were crazy enough to skate across the lake in the path of the SS 
Sicamous when the ice froze between trips.40 
 
Sachiyo’s Memories 
Sachiyo (Kobayashi) Koyama 
 
Being car-sick on the back of Mr. Kanamaru's flat deck truck 
on the way to church in Kelowna. Having our gardens at Oka-
nagan Centre School and covering the weeds with new soil. 
Wonderful memories of the friendliness of Armed Forces 
members at the dances we played. Crazy memories of swim-
ming out as far as we could on Okanagan Lake – the last time I 





The SS Sicamous, 1925 
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SHIGEHISA AND TOME HIKICHI 
Mitsuru Hikichi 
 
Shigehisa ‘Sam’ Hikichi was born in Senouye, Fukushima-ken, 
Japan in 1890. In 1907, at the age of seventeen, he immigrated 
to Canada with his uncle Kichisaburo Hikichi, settling first in 
Vancouver. Shigehisa worked at the Hotel Vancouver for sev-
eral years. Like most early Japanese immigrants, Shigehisa was 
here to earn money to send back to Japan, and since he was the 
eldest son, it was his recognized duty to pay off the mortgage 
on the family property there.  
 
This was during the time of Vancouver's Asiatic Exclusion 
League riots, where thousands of people marched through Chi-
natown and then through the Japanese community on Septem-
ber 7th 1907, shouting racist slogans and vandalizing property. 
Shigehisa was at work that day and hid in a broom closet until 
the mob passed. 
 
In 1911, Shigehisa moved to the Coldstream Ranch, working in 
the orchards and eventually establishing a chicken farm.  
In 1918, he left the Coldstream to work at the Rainbow Ranche 
in Okanagan Centre. 
Courtesy of Mitsuru Hikichi 
Shigehisa Hikichi’s chicken farm at the Coldstream Ranch, 1918 
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In 1920, Shigehisa returned to Japan for a pre-arranged mar-
riage to Tome Abe (born in 1896), also from Fukushima.  Shi-
gehisa was thirty years old, Tome was twenty-four. The 
Hikichis returned to the Rainbow Ranche, where they lived and 
worked for thirty-five years. 
 
After their return to the Rainbow, five sons were born to the 
Hikichis: Shoichi, 1920; Hisae, 1922; Akira, 1924; Isao, 1925; 




Tome and Shigehisa Hikichi, 1920. 
These two wedding photos were taken first in Japan (L) with Tome 
wearing traditional dress, and then in Vancouver (R), with Tome 











Courtesy of Mitsuru Hikichi Courtesy of Mitsuru Hikichi 
Shigehisa and Tome 
Hikichi 





Courtesy of Mitsuru Hikichi 






Hikichi Family, 1928 
L to R: Kichisaburo Hikichi 
(Shigehisa's uncle), Tome, baby 














Tome and Shigehisa's two eldest boys, Shoichi and Hisao, were 
sent to Japan in 1928 to receive an education. They are pictured 
here just prior to leav-
ing, wearing their new 
travelling coats. Shoichi 
is seven years old, 
Hisao, six years old. 
Shoichi moved back to 
Canada ten years later, 
in 1938. Hisao remained 
in Japan, serving with 
the Japanese Army in 





L to R:  





Akira and Mitsuru grew up and were educated in Canada, and 
assisted their parents in the orchard work. As orchard foreman, 
it was one of Shigehisa's jobs to recruit workers for the Ranche, 
and he travelled each spring to the Slocan Valley for this pur-
pose. The Hikichi family made many new friends as a result. 
 
In 1953, Shigehisa purchased a portion of the Rainbow Ranche 
property, and farmed it for about four years. Mrs. Hikichi 
passed away August 2nd, 1955, after being bedridden for two 
years as a result of a stroke. Shigehisa returned to Japan about 
1960, to live in retirement with his son, Hisao. He passed away 
in 1970. 
 
The Hikichis were well known in the Okanagan Centre/
Winfield Japanese Canadian community. They were active in 
the Japanese United Church, the Koyukai (Friendship) group 







Courtesy of Mitsuru Hikichi 
Tome Hikichi Adapts to 
Canadian Life 
Mitsuru Hikichi  
2:41 min. 
 
The Hikichi house, 1940s 
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Courtesy of Mitsuru Hikichi  
The three younger Hikichi boys outside their home at the 
Rainbow Ranche, 1935. L to R: Akira, Isao, Mitsuru 
 
Shigehisa Hikichi was the foreman at the Rainbow Ranche 
from the early 1920s until 1949, when the Rainbow was subdi-
vided. Mr. Hikichi is known for being the first foreman at the 
Rainbow Ranche to 
start the procedure of 
crop estimating, a 
method of calculating 
the expected fruit 
yield.43 
 
James Goldie, the 
manager of the Rain-
bow Ranche, consid-
ered Shigehisa Hikichi 
to be his ‘right-hand 
man’.  
 
L to R: James Goldie, 
Bob Wentworth, and Shi-
gehisa ‘Sam’ Hikichi in 
front of the Rainbow 
Ranche office. 




Interior of the Rainbow Ranche packinghouse 
L to R: ‘Suey’ (Suekichi Koide), unknown man , Toshiharu Toda, 
‘Ku’, Bob Wentworth, unknown man , ‘Sam’ (Shigehisa Hikichi, fore-
man), unknown man , unknown man 
 
As the production of fruit increased, a complete packinghouse 
was built near the top of Rainbow Hill. When the packinghouse 
was in full operation, it employed a large number of sorters and 
packers. Most of those Goldie hired to work in the packing-
house were Japanese Canadians. 
 
The Japanese workers at Rainbow Ranche lived on the Rain-
bow, in a camp on the north edge of the property next to the 
rangeland. They were known to be very hardworking and loyal 
and mostly they kept to themselves. Their camp was self-
sufficient; the Japanese had bunkhouses, a kitchen and their 
own tennis court. They were skilled laborers and other than 
working in the packinghouse, they pruned, thinned, and picked 
in the orchard, and drove teams. Those who worked in the or-
chard could make 17 or 18 cents an hour. The first foreman of 
the Japanese crew was Teddy Sawa, followed by Sam Hikichi 
who was the foreman until the Rainbow was first subdivided in 
1949. These men directed the Japanese workers and kept track 
of the workers’ hours. Goldie and Hikichi worked well together 
and  operated the orchards and packinghouse at the Rainbow 





The fruit growing and packing process was quite an operation. 
The apples were picked into ‘orchard boxes’ which were picked 
up by a team and wagon and taken to the Rainbow’s packing-
house. There, they were sorted and packed into boxes, all of 
which required skilled workers as everything was manual.  
 
The boxes into which the apples were packed were constructed 
right on the premises of the Rainbow Ranche and were said to 
inspire great competitions between the men. Making an apple 
box was a real art and the men would compete ‘at lightning 
speed’. Tom Collinson was famous for a period of time for his 
box construction, as were many other men along the way.  
 
From the Rainbow packinghouse, the boxes of fruit were 
hauled to the wharf at Okanagan Centre by a team and a large 
platform wagon to be picked up by the SS Okanagan or the SS 
Sicamous. After the Second World War, bins and forklifts came 
into use which helped to speed up the process. Around this 
time, the packinghouses in Okanagan Centre and at the Rain-
bow closed down and the fruit was transported to the Vernon 
Fruit Union Packinghouse in Winfield, (now known as North 
Okanagan Packinghouse). In the early days Henry MacFarlane, 
one of the local teamsters, used to haul the fruit; later Mr. Toch-
er sped up the process with his truck. The Rainbow had evolved 
quite rapidly from its beginning as rangeland into a successful 
orchard. The success of the Ranche, the large role it played in 
the community and the warmth of the Goldie family made the 
Ranche a welcoming place for others.44 
 
LCMA 
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Reflections on Haiku 
Mitsuru Hikichi 
 
Haiku was a pastime for the poetically 
inclined and they gathered periodically 
for an afternoon or evening of creating 
poetry and critiquing. The poems 
would be judged and there would be 
prizes awarded. The gatherings would 
coincide with perhaps a full moon, 
cherry blossom time, fall colors, etc. 
The rest of the time they would be giv-
en a subject to create a suitable poem 
or poems which they would submit to a 
chosen judge. One of my fondest mem-
ories is of my mother reading her haiku 
to my father and his listening and cri-
tiquing. These haiku clubs networked 
with other clubs in the Okanagan, the 
coast, and Japan. I believe the Okana-








Both Shigehisa and Tome Hikichi were haiku enthusiasts and mem-
bers of the community's Aobakai Club. Tome wrote many poems un-




Lake Country Pioneers 
Mitsuru Hikichi 
 
I believe the word ‘resilience’ embodies the spirit of the pio-
neers in that they overcame many obstacles on their journey by 
exercising this trait. I realize too that this is influenced by my 
mother's love of haiku. 
 
In the late 1930s or early 1940s, I can remember a fellow com-
ing from Vancouver with Japanese movies which had no audio. 
His name was Mr. Tsuyuki. He lip-synched all the roles both 
male and female, and to think about it now, it was quite a feat. 
We would gather at somebody's place for these very infrequent 
occasions. My memories of these movie nights were of the peo-
ple coming out at the end of the evening with very reddened 
eyes, as Japanese movies were quite emotional. 
 
Social entertainment consisted of the men gathering periodical-
ly to play 500, a card game not seen too much these days. Some 
families played a Japanese card game called Gaji, the cards 
about one inch by two inches in size. Most homes had the board 
game called GO, much like our checkers. Another board game 
Courtesy of Mieko Kobayashi Kawano and Margaret Kobayashi Yamamoto 




was called Shogi, resembling chess using pieces with Japanese 
characters on them.  
 
Rice, miso, shoyu (soya-sauce), etc. were staples in the Japa-
nese diet. Also, salted salmon was a staple in most homes. I can 
recall picking up fresh seafood packed in ice at the Okanagan 
Centre wharf which came by CPR rail and barge over night 
from Vancouver. In the late 1930s there used to be a travelling 
pharmacist from Vancouver named Kondo. The Japanese com-
munity still had faith in their medicines and vitamins from Ja-
pan. I remember the Kondo calendar on our wall at home as 
well as a calendar from K. Iwashita and Co. Mr. Irizawa from 
Kelowna used to come perhaps monthly with his van filled with 
Japanese groceries such as kamaboko and miso. 
 
The making of mochi at New Years was a tradition at our 
house. Mom would turn the hot rice dough between the pound-
ing with the wooden mallet. The dough was put in a big wood-
en bowl which was carved into the top of a wooden tree trunk 
about two feet high. I wish that I had taken a picture of the ritu-
al. 
 
The ofuro, the traditional Japanese bath, was a fixture at most 
Japanese homes and consisted of a wooden tub with a metal 
bottom and a fire pit under the metal. This was wood fired and 
lit every evening to heat the water in the tub. The traditional 
bathing etiquette was to wash with soap and basin and rinsing 
off before stepping into the tub, then soaking in the hot water 
up to your neck. At the Rainbow Ranche they had a big bath to 
accommodate the many workers. Needless to say the bath was 















Courtesy of Mitsuru Hikichi 
The Hikichi family, spring 1940 
L to R: Mitsuru, Tome, Shigehisa ‘Sam’, Akira, Isao 
Being Welcomed by 
the Community 







‘Shibai’ or Japanese theatre was a popular pastime and entertain-
ment. This production took place at the Rainbow Camp in 1940, to 
celebrate Year 2600 of the Empire of Japan. 
L to R: Front row: Yosh Tanaka, Mits Hikichi, Mary Nakatani, 
Ruth Nakatani, unknown, Teru Koyama, unknown 
Back row: Yosh Koyama, Margaret Kobayashi, Chiyoko Shishido, 








Courtesy of Margaret Kobayashi Yamamoto 
Community picnic at the Rainbow Ranche, 1930s. 
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Courtesy of Addie Takenaka Maehara 
KANETARO AND TOYONO KANAMARU 
LCMA 
 
Kanetaro ‘George’ and Toyono Kanamaru were early settlers in 
Okanagan Centre and were well known for their community 
involvement. The Kanamaru house was often used for social 
gatherings and viewing Japanese movies. Mr. Kanamaru's flat 
deck truck with benches and side racks, was the community's 
public transit. Trips to the Japanese United Church in Kelowna, 
picnics, weddings, funerals, shopping excursions, and baseball 
games depended on the Kanamaru truck. 
 
Kanetaro and Toyono Kanamaru had no children. Kanetaro 
passed away April 22nd, 1954 at the age of seventy. He is bur-




Kanetaro and Toyono Kanamaru, circa 1930 
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TOSHIHARU AND TSUGI TODA  
Amy Toda Miyaka 
 
Toshiharu and Tsugi Toda worked for the Rainbow Ranche and 
for the Okanagan Valley Land Company. Tragically, Mr. Toda 
was killed in a logging accident December 14th, 1937, when a 
log rolled on to him. He was 49 years old. Tsugi Toda returned 
to Japan with their four children, Amy, Eiko, Nobu, and Joe. 
 
"... my father was such an outstanding citizen, always helping 
those in need, and was so embraced by the Canadian families 
living in Okanagan Centre and surrounding areas. After his 
death in Dec 1937, the family received many letters thanking 
him for sending a freight load of apples to the destitute areas 
during the famine in Saskatchewan." 47 
 
The Toda family, 1930s 
L to R: Eiko, Mr. Kai (Mrs. Toda's brother), Amy, Tsugi holding 
baby Joe, Nobu, Toshiharu  
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The Toda family in Japan, after 1938. 
L to R: Back row: Amy, Eiko 




Poem written in the Koyama 
family album: 
 
Lives of great men clearly 
show us, 
Honest toil and thrift must pay; 
Service too for one another, 
Will bring gladness in our day. 
 
With many happy thoughts and 
enduring recollections of my 
visits to your Okanagan home 
and of the hospitality of your-
self and family, I remain, 
 
Very sincerely yours, 
Rev. Dr. Osterhout 
April 9th, 1927  
 
Sakuji and Sachiyo (Kobayashi) Koyama collection 
So Many Thoughts 
Addie Takenaka Maehara and  
Harold Takenaka read a letter 






It is an honour to write the conclusion to this book celebrating 
the Japanese Canadian pioneers in Lake Country. Their stories 
and photographs illustrate their struggles, contributions and 
successes as they came to be a worthy, defining force in our 
community. What can we learn about our community history 
from their stories? 
 
The Japanese Canadian community in Lake Country has a his-
tory that differs in some respects from that of Japanese Canadi-
ans living elsewhere in Canada. They arrived in the Okanagan 
just as the area was converting from a cattle ranching to a fruit 
growing area. The agriculture, lumbering, and the transporta-
tion sectors all demanded labour and the young migrant Japa-
nese found ready employment. In fact, Japanese labourers were 
regularly recruited to the large commercial farms in the area. 
These young men were hardworking and frugal, frequently la-
bouring in teams and living in camps on commercial enterprises 
such as the Coldstream, Rainbow and Okanagan Valley Land 
Company ranches. They cleared land, planted orchards and 
built infrastructure such as roads and irrigation systems. No 
sooner were the orchards in production than World War I broke 
out which attracted the European male population to the battle-
field. Japanese and Japanese Canadian labour remained the 
backbone of the local economy and they proved themselves to 
be valuable employees, especially in horticulture.  
 
In their first decade in the Okanagan, a few became established 
enough to think of marriage, becoming Canadian citizens, and 
purchasing their own land. This trend was pioneered by Eijiro 
Koyama and Denbei Kobayashi. Others such as Shigehisa 
Hikichi remained in stable, senior positions at the commercial 
ranches until later. The bulk of the Japanese workforce was 
young single men who worked for a few years before returning 
to Japan but those who established families tended to produce 
many children. As Osam Kobayashi noted, “We Kobayashis 





It is interesting to observe the manner and pace of Japanese Ca-
nadian integration. Some families quickly adopted Christianity, 
European names and farming methods. Most children attended 
public schools, although some first and second-born children 
were sent to Japan for education. This adoption of European 
culture was selective; many attended the Japanese United 
Church in Kelowna, formed the Koyukai Association to assist 
young families moving to the district, attended the Aobakai 
Club, imported Japanese foods, celebrated Hanami (the cherry 
blossom festival) and welcomed the Japanese Consul to their 
community. These cultural activities diminished in the WWII 
era, likely because Japanese associations were viewed with sus-
picion, but perhaps also because the Issei were reaching retire-
ment age. 
 
It is problematic for an outsider to measure the difficulties fac-
ing the Japanese Canadians in their efforts to integrate, or even 
the degree to which they wanted to integrate. The subject is 
hardly spoken of today. They were valued employees and many 
rose to management positions on commercial orchards. They 
cooperated in every way with their farming neighbours, market-
ing fruit or milk and supporting irrigation projects. Their de-
scendants are proud of their contributions. Sus Taiji remarked, 
“I believe the Japanese community played an important role. 
They were diligent workers and possessed a special touch in 
‘making things grow’.” It seems that social integration took 
longer. The young men formed Japanese Canadian baseball 
teams to compete against similar teams from Kelowna and 
Vernon, yet they played hockey with the broader community. 
They were at one time excluded from playing tennis by the 
Okanagan Centre club, but at the same time James Goldie built 
a court for them at the Rainbow Ranche. They faced discrimi-
nation and yet their recollections are filled with stories of the 
kindnesses of their neighbours and teachers and of the chil-
dren’s involvement in community celebrations. After their gen-
eration’s contributions to Lake Country, the Issei must have 
been devastated with the suspicions generated by the war with 
Japan.  
 
I attended school with many third-generation Japanese Canadi-
an children whose families had been in the community longer 
than my own family. The Takenaka, Kobayashi, Taiji, Kawano, 
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 and Teramura children were totally integrated into the commu-
nity and went on to careers in farming, teaching, medicine, aca-
demia, dentistry and other professions. What a heritage they 
enjoyed!  
 
It is a pleasure for the Lake Country Heritage and Cultural So-
ciety to document the history of these pioneer families and to 
publish their stories. They are truly inspiring. 
 
Duane Thomson, President 
Lake Country Heritage and Cultural Society  
 
LCMA 
European and Japanese Canadian crews at the Rainbow 
Ranche, circa 1915 
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Sakuji and Sachiyo (Kobayashi) Koyama collection 






The Lake Country Museum and Archives (LCMA) is deeply 
grateful for the support and assistance of the descendants of the 
Japanese Canadian pioneers, who made this history possible. 
The family histories and events presented here rely often on 
personal memories and on the resources available. We have 
tried to provide as complete a history as possible, but if com-
munity members have any information about these or any other 
Japanese Canadian family of Lake Country that may have been 
missed, please contact the LCMA. 
 
The Lake Country Museum and Archives extends its thanks to 
the following people and organizations for their assistance: 
 
Eiko (Toda) Faircloth, Las Vegas, Nevada  
Susan Suzuyo (Kobayashi) Hidaka, Scarborough, Ont  
Mitsuru Hikichi, Summerland, BC 
Yoshi (Koyama) Honkawa, Markham, Ont  
Sharon (Koyama) Hope, Burnaby, BC 
Bill Hoshizaki, Kelowna, BC  
Merry (Koyama) Itami, Corvallis, Oregon  
Mieko (Kobayashi) Kawano, Kelowna, BC  
Allan Osamu Kobayashi, Mississauga, Ont 
Andrew Hiroshi Kobayashi, Lake Country, BC  
David Kobayashi, Vancouver, BC  
Lynn Kobayashi, Fort Langley, BC  
Randy Kobayashi, Lake Country, BC  
Richard Kobayashi, Kelowna, BC  
Kadi Koyama, Quesnel, BC 
Michi (Taiji) Koyama, Kelowna, BC  
Adelaide (Takenaka) Maehara, Kelowna, BC  
Amy (Toda) Miyaki, Albuquerque, New Mexico  
Eiko Diane (Shishido) Mugford, Etobicoke, Ont  
Ruby (Teramura) Ohashi, Vernon, BC 
Susumu Taiji, Lake Country, BC  
Harold Takenaka, Lake Country, BC  
Hideo Tanaka, Vernon, BC  
Ron Taylor, Lake Country, BC  
Roy Teramura, Lake Country, BC  
Margaret (Kobayashi) Yamamoto, Kelowna, BC  
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The Greater Vernon Museum and Archives 
The Coldstream Ranch Archives 
The Kelowna Public Archives 
 
And the directors, volunteers, and staff of The Lake Country 
Museum and Archives: 
 
Dr. Duane Thomson, President; Eleanor Geen, Vice President; 
Tom Turner, Treasurer; Lynne Blake, Secretary; Laura Neame, 
Director/Archivist; Dan Bruce, Curator; and Directors Addie 
Maehara, Carol Thomson, Robert Hayes, Anne (Goldie) Land, 
Rosemary (Wentworth), Carter, Andrew Miller, and Elaine Py-
bus. We also thank Nikki Marchand, Assistant Curator; Zach 
Kornell, Assistant Curator; and volunteers Mike Jervis, Vicky 
Mulholland, Karen Gibbons, Ann Nott  and Shannon Jorgenson 
for their assistance. 
 
The Lake Country Museum and Archives extends sincere ap-
preciation to The Leon and Thea Koerner Foundation of Brit-
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